
DEVELOP INDIA English Weekly Newspaper
Allahabad; Sunday; Year 4, Vol. 1, Issue 196, 6 -13 May, 2012

DEVELOP INDIA
English Weekly Newspaper11111

DEVELOP INDIA
English Weekly Newspaper

YEAR 4, VOL. 1, ISSUE 196, 6 -13 MAY, 2012

www.developindiagroup.com

ALLAHABAD PAGE-8

PRICE-10/-

WORLD'S POWERFUL

MOMS' LIST

COUNTRY’S LONGEST
RAIL-CUM-ROAD

BRIDGE OVER RIVER
BRAHMAPUTRA

The Bogibeel Rail-cum-Road Bridge over the mighty river Brahmaputra near Dibrugarh in Assam was announced in Rail-
way Budget 1996-97 as national project. Foundation stone for the project was laid in the year 1997 by the then Prime
Minister of India and the work was commenced in the year 2002. This
longest bridge in the country was declared as a national project in the
year 2007. The work on the substructure of this project, executed by
Northeast Frontier Railway, is under progress The anticipated cost for this
mega project is Rs.3230.01 crore and the work of construction of em-
bankment, major & minor bridges, station works and raising & strengthen-
ing of dykes has already been  completed on the North Bank and South
bank of this bridge.
Out of total 42 numbers of piers (pillars) of this 4.940 kilometers long
Bridge, well foundation of 32 piers have been completed and rest will
likely be completed by 2013. The main constraint in executing the project
is availability of dry season as there are only four dry months from 15th
November to 15th March. Rest of the months it rains in most parts of the North Eastern region and it is difficult to construct
piers in the river. The year 2015-16 is the target for commissioning of this country’s longest rail-cum-road bridge.
The Bogibeel Rail-cum-Raod Bridge will have a double line broad gauge track and a three lane road which will be facilitat-
ing the connectivity between north and south bank of Brahmaputra river in the eastern region of Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh. With completion of this project, direct train/road communication for the people of Sonitpur, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji
districts of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh will be possible with southern part of upper Assam. At present people are re-
quired to cross the Brahmaputra River by ferry service.
For the people of Tirup district of Arunachal Pradesh, going to Itanagar over this bridge will reduce the journey time by
more than 24 hours. Moreover, this Rail – Cum - Road Bridge over is being linked with Rangiya – Mukongselek broad
gauge line so that direct train connectivity with other parts of the country is made and also will improve the connectivity
between upper Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. This mega project once completed will not only accelerate socio-economic
development in the region but will also be crucial for the defence requirement for boosting national security of country’s
eastern region.

RTI from Indians Living Abroad
The Government has received representations from
Indians living abroad that they had been finding it difficult
to use RTI Act effectively as Government had not made
specific rules to pay the mandatory fee of Rs. 10. The
Right to Information (Regulation of Fee & Cost) Rules,
2005 provides that a request for obtaining information
should be accompanied by an application fee of rupees
ten by way of cash against proper receipt or by demand
draft or bankers cheque or Indian Postal Order payable to
the Accounts Officer of the public authority. In the light of
difficulty in making payment of RTI fee in foreign currency,
Indians living abroad are finding it difficult to file RTI
applications. Total number of RTI applications from Indians
living abroad pending with Government is not centrally
maintained. In order to facilitate filing of RTI applications in
Central Government public authorities by Indians living
abroad, the Central Government has ‘in-principle’ agreed
to start sale of Indian Postal Orders through internet on payment in foreign currency.

National Water Mission
India is already a water-stressed country and the growing demand for water across all sectors coupled with an increased

incidence of droughts, floods and declining groundwater4 are emerging as significant water security challenges. One sixth

of the country’s geographical area is drought prone and, on average, floods affect almost 7.5 million hectares of land area

per year2.

The National Water Mission - one of the key missions of the National Action Plan on Climate Change, aims at the ‘conser-

vation of water, minimizing wastage and ensuring its more equitable distribution both across and within states through

integrated water resources development and management’.

Coordinated by the Ministry of Water Resources, the Mission receives an additional funding requirement of Rs 28, 651

crores (USD 6.14 billion), divided between the Centre and States.

The mission has five goals:

Comprehensive water database in public domain and assessment of impact of climate change on water resources - Collect

comprehensive data on water resources, develop water resources information system by 2011, make information available

in the public domain, assess the impacts of climate change on the country’s water resources by 2012. Scientific data

collection includes additional hydrometeorological data, wetland inventory, reassessment of basin-wise water situations,

and finally, using this data to predict the impacts

Promote citizen and state action for water conservation, augmentation and preservation – includes expeditious implemen-

tation of irrigation projects, minor irrigation schemes, groundwater development, mapping flood-affected areas, capacity-

building and awareness

Focused attention on over-exploited areas – intensive rainwater harvesting and groundwater recharge programmes,

pursuing enactment of groundwater regulation and management bill

Increasing water use efficiency by 20 percent – both on the demand side and the supply side, particularly in the agriculture

and commercial sectors. Guidelines for incentivizing recycled water, water neutral and water-positive technologies, improv-

ing efficiency of urban water supply systems, benchmark studies for urban water use, water efficiency indices for urban

areas, manuals for mandatory water audits in drinking water, irrigation and urban systems , promoting water-efficient

techniques including sprinkler and drip irrigation systems

Promote basin-level integrated water resources management – basin-level management strategies, review of National

Water Policy in order to ensure integrated water resources management, appropriate entitlement and appropriate pricing.

Review of State Water Policy

Mission goals including collecting and reviewing data for an integrated information system have been in the pipeline ever

since the National Water Policy (NWP) was revised in 2002. Water being a State subject under the Indian Constitution, the

NWP and the policies under the Water Mission will have to address policy and project implementation at the state level.

The mission hopes to revisit the NWP in consultation with States, in order to ensure basin-level management strategies

that can deal with changes in rainfall and river flows due to climate change.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has been named No 1 in the World's 20 Most Powerful Moms list which also ranked
India-born Indra Nooyi at the 3rd spot and UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi at No 6. The list released by Forbes ahead of
World Mother's Day on Sunday placed 64-year-old Clinton, who has one of the world's biggest jobs in hand, at No 1.
The list chosen from diverse spheres of government, business, entertainment and philanthropy ranked 64-year-old Brazil-
ian President Dilma Rousseff at second position, who has a daughter.
56-year-old Nooyi, PepsiCo Chairman and a mother of two has been placed at 3rd position. She says if her kids call in the
middle of a meeting, she takes the call. 65-year-old Sonia, mother of Priyanka and Rahul, was ranked ahead of US First
Lady Michelle Obama (ranked 7) and Myanmar's democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi (ranked 20).
According to the magazine, "Power moms must develop unique strategies to succeed in both boardrooms and playrooms."
ForbesWoman analysed the annual list of the worlds 100 most powerful women based on money controlled, decision-
making power and multiple measures of influenceand teased out the moms who are at the top of their game.
The list also figured Melinda Gates, co-founder of Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Christine Lagarde, Managing Direc-
tor of International Monetary Fund and Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook.

CHINA DENIES PREPARING WAR
OVER SOUTH CHINA SEA SHOAL

China has denied reports its military forces are
preparing for war amid tensions over a disputed
territory in the South China Sea. The defence
ministry statement comes despite warnings to the
Philippines that military conflict is possible over a
reef known as the Scarborough Shoal. Ships from
China and the Philippines have been confronting
each other for more than a month over the shoal.
Both sides accuse the other of intruding into territo-
rial waters. "Reports that the Guangzhou military
region, the South China Sea fleet and other units
have entered a state of war preparedness are
untrue," the ministry said in a brief statement on its
website late on May 11, 2012.
The defence ministry has officially denied those
reports - but hardline elements in the leadership
appear to be losing patience with the defiant
approach of a much smaller neighbour. Analysts
say the central government may see an opportunity
to deflect attention from its internal problems. We
do call on governments to clarify and pursue those
claims and accompanying maritime rights in accordance with international law including the UN Law of the Sea Conven-
tion” But its intentions are far from clear - and the competing interests of maritime agencies and the military mean its next
step is hard to predict, our analyst adds. On May 11, 2012 several hundred protesters demonstrated at the Chinese em-
bassy in Manila, calling for China to withdraw its ships from the shoal.
The row began early last month when the Philippines said its naval ship had found eight Chinese fishing vessels at the
shoal, which is claimed by both sides.  number of Chinese and Philippine fishery and coastguard ships remain stationed at
the shoal, with both sides refusing to withdraw. The shoal itself, called Huangyan Island by China, is a series of rocks and
reefs more than 100 miles (160km) from the Philippines and 500 miles from China. China claims sovereignty over a large
U-shaped area of the South China Sea, bringing it into dispute with several neighbouring countries. In recent months, it
has grown more assertive over the issue. Manila has asked China to settle the issue at the International Tribunal on the
Law of the Sea (ITLOS).
May 12, 2012, Australian Foreign Minister Bob Carr - speaking at the start of a visit to China - called on countries in the
region to settle their claims through international law. "We don't take a side on the various claims over the South China
Sea," he said. "But we do, given our interest in the South China Sea, given the fact that a large proportion of our trade
travels through it, ... call on governments to clarify and pursue those claims and accompanying maritime rights in accor-
dance with international law including the UN Law of the Sea Convention."

HUGO CHAVEZ ENDS 'SUCCESSFUL'
CUBA CANCER TREATMENT

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has returned from Cuba, saying he has successfully completed a course of radio-
therapy for cancer. Mr Chavez hugged ministers on the runway in Caracas and broke into song in front of TV cameras.
"In the last few days we successfully completed the radiation cycle, as planned by the medical team," he said. Mr Chavez,
in power since 1999, has insisted he will run for president again in an election due in October. "I come with great optimism
that this treatment will have the effects we hope for, always asking God to
help us and give us the miracle of life to keep serving," he said after 11
days in Cuba. Officials have said that Mr Chavez's low profile in recent
weeks has been due to the effects of radiotherapy. However, there had
been speculation his condition might be more serious than has been re-
vealed.
Mr Chavez, 57, said he would continue "rigorously" following medical in-
structions over the coming days. "But as the hours and days pass, I'm sure
that with God's favour, medical science and this soldier's body, I will get
back to where I must be, in the front line of the battle, alongside the Ven-
ezuelan people, promoting the socialist revolution," he said.
In February, vice-president Elias Jaua said surgeons had successfully removed a lesion in Mr Chavez's pelvic region.
Mr Chavez had surgery to remove a cancerous tumour from the same area last year.
Answers to the crossword puzzle raised suspicions
Meanwhile, Venezuelan intelligence agents have questioned a crossword compiler on suspicion of inciting the murder of
Mr Chavez's brother, Adan.
Neptali Segovia was accused of hiding a coded assassination message in the Ultimas Noticias newspaper.
Answers to some of the clues in his crosswords included the words "kill", "gunfire" and "Adan", it is alleged.
Mr Segovia denied the accusations, saying he had volunteered to be questioned to clarify the issue.
The accusation against him was made earlier this week by TV pundit Miguel Angel Perez Pirela, who presents a
programme on state channel VTV. He said a team of psychologists and mathematicians had concluded that the Spanish-
language crossword contained a coded assassination plot against Adan. "These sorts of messages were used a lot during
World War II," he said, comparing it to secret codes used by the French Resistance.
Hugo Chavez's health

11 May: Returns to Venezuela, hails treatment "success"
Apr-May: Undergoes radiotherapy in Cuba
Feb : Flies to Cuba for surgery on "malignant" lesion
20 Oct 2011: Declares he is free of cancer
Jul-Sep: Has four rounds of chemotherapy
30 Jun: Announces he underwent operation in Cuba to remove cancerous tumour
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Nepal: No
consensus on
Constitution
drafting
The stalemate between four major
political parties in Nepal over conten-
tious issues of Constitution drafting
continued on Saturday even after
several rounds of negotiations.
Issues of state-restructuring have been
a bone of contention among the major
political parties even as the May 27
deadline to promulgate the constitution
is fast approaching.
"Nepali Congress and CPN-UML have
been stuck to the idea of eight federal
states to be incorporated in the new
constitution against the Maoists' pro-
posal of 11 states across the country",
Nepali Congress senior leader
Bimalendra Nidhi said after the talks
this evening.
During bilateral talks between the
Maoists and the Nepali Congress, the
latter reiterated its stand that the states
should not be more than 8 as it would
not be economically viable, he said.
The Nepali Congress is also against
naming the states on the basis of
ethnicity.
A mixed formula should be adopted
while naming the states, Nidhi said.
Later on in the evening the three party
meeting is scheduled to take place
between the Maoists, Nepali Congress
and CPN-UML in an effort to forge
consensus on key issues, he informed.
The UCP-Maoist and the Joint Demo-
cratic Madhesi Front (the five party
alliance), have floated the idea of 11
states with names of the states based
on ethnicity.
"Rather than ethnic capacity, economic
viability should be taken into account
while dividing states," Nidhi said.
Besides state restructuring, forms of
governance is another key subject
which needs to be settled among the
major political parties before promul-
gating the constitution.
Nepali Congress is in favour of a
Parliamentary system with the provi-
sion of the Prime Minister being vested
with all executive powers and the
president elected from electoral college
having ceremonial powers.
However, the Maoists are campaigning
for an executive president directly
elected by the people.
Until the parties tackle these conten-
tious issues promulgation of the consti-
tution is not possible within May 27
deadline.
Meanwhile, Nepali Congress Vice-
president Ramchandra Poudyal has
issued a statement calling different
agitating ethnic groups to calm down
and to help create a conducive envi-
ronment for drafting the new constitu-
tion on time.
He asked the ethnic groups to maintain
communal harmony, peace and to
seek a solution to their problems
through peaceful means of dialogue.
Poudyal's call comes even as the
general strike called by different ethnic
groups in Far-west Nepal for an undi-
vided Far-western region continued for
the 16th consecutive day.

Iran, IAEA
talks under
scrutiny
ahead of
Baghdad
World powers will on Monday be

Current Events

PERU EXAMINES DEATHS OF MORE THAN
500 PELICANS
The government of Peru has warned people to stay off
beaches along large stretches of its coastline as it investi-
gates the mysterious deaths of hundreds of dolphins and
seabirds. More than 1,000 birds, mostly pelicans, have
washed up dead along the northern Pacific coast in recent
weeks, after many dolphins died in the same area. The
health ministry stopped short of closing beaches. But it
advised people to stay away until the health alert was lifted.
The area affected includes popular beaches near the capi-
tal, Lima.
Peru's main holiday season is over, but the Pacific coast is
still popular with surfers. Thousands of Peruvians also
depend on the sea for their livelihoods. The health ministry
alert warned local officials to wear gloves, masks and other
protective equipment while handling dead birds and ani-
mals. Preliminary investigations have found the dolphin
deaths may have been caused by a virus. A viral epidemic outbreak was linked to similar deaths of marine wildlife in
Peru in the past, as well as in Mexico and the United States. But there has been no explanation for the deaths of peli-
cans. One theory is that a shift in ocean currents may have moved rich shoals of anchovy away from the coastline,
leaving the birds without enough food.

closely following Iran's first talks with
the UN nuclear agency in three
months, for clues on whether Tehran
means business at an upcoming
crunch meeting in Baghdad.
The last time that Iran's envoy to the
International Atomic Energy Agency, Ali
Asghar Soltanieh, and chief inspector
Hermann Nackaerts met officially was
in early February on the second of two
fruitless IAEA visits to Tehran.
Soltanieh said the resumption of the
talks "proves Iran's determination to
cooperate with the agency, confirms
that claims against Iran are baseless,
and shows that all of the Islamic
republic's nuclear activities are peace-
ful."
The two days of discussions behind
closed doors in Vienna "will be a good
test of Iran's intentions in the whole
(nuclear) issue," Bruno Tertrais, senior
research fellow at the Foundation for
Strategic Research in Paris, told the
news agency.
"The world powers will be watching
closely to see if there are any signs of
Iran shifting its position and becoming
more accommodating," agreed Mark
Fitzpatrick of the International Institute
for Strategic Studies in London.
He cautioned however that any signs
that Iran was using cooperation with
the IAEA as a "bargaining chip" ahead
would "get the Baghdad discussions
off to a bad start".
The IAEA said after the latest visit -
branded a "failure" by Washington that
"major differences" existed with Tehran
on how to ease suspicions that Iran's
nuclear programme is not, as it claims,
purely peaceful.
In particular, the agency said that Iran
had refused Nackaerts access to the
Parchin military site near Tehran where
a major IAEA report in November
alleged Iran had conducted suspicious
explosives tests in a large metal con-
tainer.
That extensive report focused on a
number of areas where the IAEA
believes Iran carried out activities the
agency said could only conceivably be
aimed at developing nuclear weapons,
at least until 2003 and possibly since.
During the visits, Iranian officials stuck
doggedly to their assertion that the
report, which has prompted Western
countries to ramp up sanctions and
raised speculation of Israeli plans for
air strikes, was based on forgeries.
But since February, hopes have
emerged that with new US and EU
sanctions due to bite from mid-2012,
Iran's approach has changed.
Iran and the P5+1 world powers-
Britain, China, France, Russia and the
United States plus Germany held their
first talks in 15 months in Istanbul in
April.
They were hailed by EU foreign policy
chief Catherine Ashton as "constructive
and useful".
Agreeing to meet again in May, the
White House applauded what it called
the Iranians' "positive attitude", while
Iran's envoy Saeed Jalili praised the
"desire of the other side for dialogue
and cooperation".
Monday and Tuesday's talks in Vienna
could give early clues on whether
these good vibrations will continue in
Baghdad on May 23, when the P5+1
want to get down to the nuts and bolts
of the almost decade-old dispute over
Iran's nuclear programme.
In particular, they want Iran to suspend
the enrichment of uranium to purities of
20 per cent, most notably at the Fordo
site inside a mountain near the holy
city of Qom.
Uranium enriched to 90 percent can be
used in a nuclear bomb.
They also want Iran to submit to more

intrusive IAEA inspections by imple-
menting the "additional protocol" that
as a signatory of the nuclear non-
proliferation treaty (NPT) Tehran briefly
adhered to but dropped in 2006.

Study links
biodiversity
and language
loss
The decline of linguistic and cultural
diversity is linked to the loss of
biodiversity, a study has suggested.
The authors said that 70% of the
world's languages were found within
the planet's biodiversity hotspots.
Data showed that as these important
environmental areas were degraded
over time, cultures and languages in
the area were also being lost.
The results of the study have been
published in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences
(PNAS).
"Biologists estimate annual loss of
species at 1,000 times or more greater
than historic rates, and linguists predict
that 50-90% of the world's languages
will disappear by the end of the cen-
tury," the researchers wrote.
Lead author Larry Gorenflo from Penn
State University, in the US, said previ-
ous studies had identified a geographi-
cal connection between the two, but
did not offer the level of detail required.
Dr Gorenflo told BBC News that the
limitation to the data was that either the
languages were listed by country or
there was a dot on the map to indicate
the location.
"But what you did not know was if the
area extended two kilometres or 200
kilometres, so you really did not get a
sense of the extent of the language,"
he explained.
"We used improved language data to
really get a more solid sense of how
languages and biodiversity co-occurred
and an understanding of how geo-
graphically extensive the language
was."
He said the study achieved this by also
looking at smaller areas with high
biodiversity, such as national parks or
other protected habitats.
"When we did that, not only did we get
a sense of co-occurrence at a regional
scale, but we also got a sense that co-
occurrence was found at a much finer
scale," he said.
"We are not quite sure yet why this
happens, but in a lot of cases it may
well be that biodiversity evolved as
part-and-parcel of cultural diversity,
and vice versa."
In their paper, the researchers pointed
out that, out of the 6,900 or more
languages spoken on Earth, more than
4,800 occurred in regions containing
high biodiversity.
Dr Gorenflo described these locations
as "very important landscapes" which
were "getting fewer and fewer" but
added that the study's data could help
provide long-term security.
"It provides a wonderful opportunity to
integrate conservation efforts - you can
have people who can get funding for
biological conservation, and they can
collaborate with people who can get
funding for linguistic or cultural conser-
vation," he suggested.
"In the past, it was hard to get biolo-
gists to look at people.
"That has really changed dramatically
in the past few years. One thing that a
lot of biologists and ecologists are now
seeing is that people are part of these
ecosystems."

Li meets
Hungarian PM
on ties,
cooperation
Visiting Chinese Vice-Premier Li
Keqiang and Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban agreed to promote the
friendly and cooperative partnership
between the two countries during a
talk.
Li said that the Sino-Hungarian rela-
tions made great headway since the
two countries established diplomatic
relations in 1949 and have been
developing fast in recent years.
The Chinese vice premier spoke highly
of remarkable achievements of bilat-
eral economic and trade cooperation
and the increasing people-to-people
exchanges and nongovernmental
contacts between the two countries.
The high-level exchanges and prag-
matic cooperation in all fields between
China and Hungary will vigorously
boost mutual understanding and
friendship between peoples of the two
countries, Li said.
Li said that China regards Hungary as
an important partner in eastern and
central Europe, and is willing to make
joint effort with the country to promote
their friendly and cooperative partner-
ship in an all-round way.
To strengthen existing good relations
between the two countries, Li made a
five-point proposals:
First, efforts should be made to
deepen bilateral cooperation on the
basis of the two countries' common
ground in development strategies.
Second, China and Hungary should
expand bilateral economic and trade
cooperation, which has served as a
corner stone of their cooperation.
Third, the two countries should step up
financial cooperation to support bilat-
eral economic and trade cooperation.
China will continue to support
Hungary's efforts to overcome the
influence of the European debt crisis.
Fourth, efforts should be made to
boost exchanges between the two
countries in the fields of education,
culture and tourism, in order to
strengthen the foundation for friend-
ship between peoples of the two
countries.
Fifth, China and Hungary should
exchange their experience in carrying
out reforms and governing the country
and learn from each other.
Orban expressed warm welcome to Li's
visit. Speaking highly of great achieve-
ments China has made, Orban said
that the Hungary-China relations are in
its best period.
Hungary appreciates China's support
for its efforts to address the European
debt crisis, and hopes to deepen the
financial cooperation with China,
Orban said.
After their talks, Li and Orban attended
the signing ceremony of China-Hun-
gary cooperation agreements in sec-
tors such as finance, agriculture and
cooperation between small and me-
dium-sized enterprises.
Li arrived in Budapest on Monday for a
two-day official visit to Hungary.
The Chinese vice premier will also visit
Belgium and European Union head-
quarters in Brussels later this week.

Laurent
Salvador
Lamothe
Laurent Salvador Lamothe is a Haitian
political figure who has served in the
government of Haiti as Minister of
Foreign Affairs since October 2011,
having been appointed Prime Minister
on 4 May 2012. Previously, he was co-
founder and CEO of the company
Global Voice Group.

Son of Louis G. Lamothe, a doctor in
Spanish literature and the founder of
the Lope de Vega Institute, and of
Ghislaine Fortuney Lamothe, a painter,

Bengali film doyen Soumitra
conferred Phalke award
Veteran Bengali film personality Soumitra Chatterjee was conferred the presti-
gious Dada Saheb Phalke award by Vice
President M Hamid Ansari for his life-time
contribution to Indian cinema. The Vice
President also felicitated the winners of
the 59th National Film Awards, at a func-
tion organised by the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry.
Bollywood actress Vidya Balan received
the best actress award for her role in “The
Dirty Picture”, while Girish Kulkarni was
conferred best actor award for Marathi film
‘Deool’. The best actor and actress get a
Rajat Kamal and Rs 50,000 each.
Addressing the gathering, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ambika Soni
announced that from now on, the National Film Awards will be conferred on the
recipients on May 3 every year to commemorate the release of India’s first film
“Raja Harishchandra”, on this day in 1913, at Mumbai’s Coronation Cinema.
The year 2013 would be observed as the centenary year of Indian Cinema, she
announced.
“I’m really not in the frame of mind to say anything. I have always been in doubt
about my work. I always thought that entertainment business was not worth-
while,” an emotional Chatterjee, who had turned down a national award 11 years
back to protest bias against regional films, said after receiving the honour.
Full of zest for life at 77, the iconic Bengali actor had been the pivot of many of
the legendary Satyajit Ray’s cinematic plots. Chatterjee, who made his debut in
Satyajit Ray’s “Apur Sansar”, enjoyed huge popularity as a matinee idol in
Bengal after legendary actor Uttam Kumar.
‘Byari’, the first movie made in Byari language, and ‘Deool’ shared the best
feature film award which comes with a Swarna Kamal and Rs 2,50,000 in cash.
Best Kannada film award went to Kurmavatara, directed by Girish Kasaravalli
and produced by Basant Kumar Patil.
Gurvinder Singh from Punjab was conferred the best director award with a
Swarna Kamal and Rs 2,50,000 in cash for his film ‘Anhe Ghorey Da Daan’. The
film also won awards for best cinematography and best Punjabi film.
Anand Bhate, winner of best playback singer (male) award, performed from his
film ‘Balgandharva’ (Marathi), while actress Roopa Ganguly sang from
‘Abosheshey’, for which she won the best female playback singer award.

Lamothe was born in Port-au-Prince.
He grew up in an academic and artis-
tic, but also athletic environment. His
elder brother, Ruben, served as cap-
tain of the Haitian Davis Cup tennis
team for some time. A tennis player
himself, Laurent Lamothe represented
his country at the Davis Cup in 1994
and 1995.

Study: Most
myopic
school-leavers
in Asia
A new study has found that up to 90
per cent of school-leavers in Asia's
major cities are suffering from myopia,
or short-sightedness.
Of these affected, scientists said that
10 to 20 per cent had a condition
called high myopia, which can lead to
blindness.
The study, published in The Lancet
medical journal, linked the eye damage
with the long hours spent by Asian
students studying as well as the lack of
outdoor light.
Ian Morgan, a researcher in the Austra-
lian National University, said "most of
what we've seen in East Asia is due to
the environment, it is not genetic",
contrary to the common belief 50 years
ago.
Morgan said children who spent two to
three hours outside every day were
"probably reasonably safe".
The ones who are at major risk are the
ones who study hard and don't get
outside," he said.
"The amount of time they spend on
computer games, watching television
can be a contributing factor. As far as
we can tell, it is not harmful in itself, but
if it is a substitute for getting outside,
then it is."
According to the study, the most
myopic school-leavers in the world are
to be found in cities in China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore and
South Korea.
Researchers found that the average
primary school pupil in Singapore,
where up to nine in 10 young adults
are myopic, spent only about 30
minutes outdoors every day - com-
pared to three hours for children in
Australia where the myopia prevalence
among children of European origin is
about 10 per cent.
The figure in Britain was about 30 to
40 per cent and in Africa "virtually
none" - in the range of two to three per
cent, according to Morgan.
More than other groups, children in
East Asia "basically go to school, they
don't go outside at school, they go
home and they stay inside. They study
and they watch television", Morgan
said.
He said ways must be found to get
children to spend more time in reason-
ably bright daylight without compromis-
ing their schooling.

"It is going to require some sort of
structural change in the way a child's
time is organised in East Asia because
there is so much commitment to
schooling and there is also a habit of
taking a nap at lunchtime, which is,
from our perspective, prime myopia
prevention time," Morgan said.

Seti River
The Seti originates from the snow
fields and glaciers around the twin
peaks of Api and Nampa in the south
facing slopes of the main Himalayas.
The Seti River is an important tributary
of the Karnali system that drains
western Nepal. The area is near the
trijunction of the borders of Nepal,
India (Kumaon, Uttarakhand), and
China (Tibet). The river first flows in a
south-easterly direction, then turns and
flows in a south-westerly and finally
south-easterly again before joining the
Karnali or Ghagra River. It has cut a
spectacular gorge across the
Mahabharat Range and appears to be
lost amongst caves and tunnels for a
short distance.

Romania's
new left-
leaning
government is
approved
Romanian lawmakers on Monday
approved a new left-leaning Cabinet
that is expected to continue a slate of
economic reforms, but partially restore
public sector wages and pensions
slashed as part of austerity measures.
Parliament approved the government
of Victor Ponta by 284-92 votes,
making him Romania's third prime
minister this year after previous two
centrist governments collapsed over
unpopular cuts.
Ponta had told lawmakers that if his
coalition government of Social Demo-
crats and Liberals is approved it would
only remain in office until November
parliamentary elections.
"I am convinced that today we begin to
fundamentally change the fate of
Romania," said Ponta, who has vowed
to reduce the number of political
appointments in state institutions and
end endemic cronyism.
Pledging "stability and seriousness," he
said the government would start work-
ing on Tuesday.
His government has said there will also
be a moratorium on shale gas exploita-
tion and a review of a controversial
Canadian gold mine.
Romania took a •20-billion ($26-billion)
bailout loan from the International
Monetary Fund, the European Union
and the World Bank in 2009, when its
economy shrank 7 percent.
To keep to the bailout agreement, the
government cut public wages by 25
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GRAPHENE
Graphene is an allotrope of carbon. Its structure is one-atom-thick planar

sheets of sp2-bonded carbon atoms that are densely packed in a honeycomb

crystal lattice. The term graphene was coined as a combination of graphite and

the suffix -ene by Hanns-Peter Boehm, who described single-layer carbon foils

in 1962. Graphene is most easily visualized as an atomic-scale chicken wire

made of carbon atoms and their bonds. The crystalline or "flake" form of

graphite consists of many graphene sheets stacked together.

The carbon-carbon bond length in graphene is about 0.142 nanometers.

Graphene sheets stack to form graphite with an interplanar spacing of 0.335

nm. Graphene is the basic structural element of some carbon allotropes includ-

ing graphite, charcoal, carbon nanotubes and fullerenes. It can also be consid-

ered as an indefinitely large aromatic molecule, the limiting case of the family

of flat polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.

The Nobel Prize in Physics for 2010 was awarded to Andre Geim and

Konstantin Novoselov at the University of Manchester "for groundbreaking

experiments regarding the two-dimensional material graphene"

World Snooker Championship
The 2012
Betfred.com
World
Snooker
Champion-
ship profes-
sional
ranking
snooker
tournament
took place
between 21
April and 7
May 2012 at
the Crucible
Theatre in
Sheffield,
England. It
was the 75th edition of the event and the last ranking event of the 2011/2012
season.
Ronnie O'Sullivan won his fourth world title after defeating Ali Carter 18–11 in
the final. John Higgins, the defending champion, lost 4–13 to Stephen Hendry
in the second round.
On the opening day of the televised stages Hendry made the 88th official
maximum break, his third at the Crucible. He announced his retirement follow-
ing his loss to Stephen Maguire in the quarter-finals.
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percent, cut pensions and raised sales
tax to 24 percent. Thousands of Roma-
nians protested in cities around the
country in bitter January weather which
led to the collapse of the government
of Emil Boc, who was prime minister
since 2008.
Less, than three months later, another
government fell in a no-confidence
vote on April 27.
President Traian Basescu is expected
to lead a ceremony to swear in the
Cabinet.

Dinosaur Gas
Emissions
May Have
Warmed Air
Gassy dinosaurs may have spewed so
much methane into the air that it could
have helped warm the climate tens of
millions of years ago, when tempera-
tures were much higher than today, a
team of U.K. scientists reported.
he stomach gas released each year by
a group of long-necked, plant-eating
dinosaurs, which included the world's
largest known land animals, may have
equaled the total amount of methane
produced every year today from all
natural, agricultural and industrial
sources, the researchers said Monday
in the journal Current Biology. Meth-
ane, a greenhouse gas, is 23 times as
effective at trapping heat in the atmo-
sphere as carbon dioxide.
The new scientific work highlights the
importance of wildlife, livestock and
other natural sources of greenhouse-
gas emissions in shaping the global
climate.
As with cows, sheep and buffalo today,
these plant-eating dinosaurs, known as
sauropods, likely digested their leafy
greens with the help of methane-
producing microbes in their stomachs
that fermented the plant matter after it
was chewed and swallowed. Generally,
other plant eaters and creatures that
eat meat, including people, don't digest
their food this way and pass gas that is
mostly nitrogen and carbon dioxide,
with traces of methane and hydrogen.
Cattle belching and gas account for
about 20% of U.S. methane emissions,
according to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.
"It occurred to us that if people worry
about cows and methane in the mod-
ern world, we ought to ask what these
sauropods would have done," said
ecologist David Wilkinson at the U.K.'s
Liverpool John Moores University, who
led the study. "We became interested
in sauropods because they were so
weird."
The sauropods, which roamed the
planet for about 140 million years,
included such creatures as the 100-ton
Argentinosaurus, which was about 120
feet long, and Sauroposeidon, whose
neck alone stretched 40 feet.
The researchers deployed a standard
formula used to measure emissions
from modern livestock based on their
numbers and eating habits. They
gauged the extinct creatures' prodi-
gious appetites and gas-producing
capacity based on theories of dinosaur
biomechanics and lifestyles.
By their estimate, these dinosaurs
generated 520 million tons of methane
each year, the same as the total
amount produced today from all
sources. In comparison, cattle, goats,
giraffes and other such grazers that
rely on microbes to aid digestion today
produce between 50 million and 100
million tons of methane each year. The
remainder of today's output comes
from natural and industrial sources.

Some dinosaur experts were skeptical.
"Undoubtedly, biological gases like
methane were produced" by sauro-
pods, said Mark Norell, chairman of the
Division of Paleontology at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, who
wasn't involved in the project. But "it is
difficult to judge the volume of the
gases," he said, given the dearth of
direct evidence about the dinosaurs'
feeding habits, digestion and typical
herd sizes and the microbes them-
selves.
"There are just too many variables. All
of them can vary by an order of magni-
tude," Mr. Norell said.
Mr. Wilkinson and his colleagues
acknowledged that they had no direct
fossil evidence to support their conclu-
sions. "We had to rely on estimates,
which are not straightforward for an
extinct animal," Mr. Wilkinson said.
"This is probably impossible to prove,
without a time machine, but we have
shown that it is quite plausible that this
could have been the case."

Paul Simon
and Yo-Yo Ma
are awarded
Polar Music
Prize
Patti Smith accepts Polar prize
Bjork wins Polar music accolade
US singer Paul Simon and cellist Yo-Yo
Ma are to be the recipients of this
year's Polar Music Prize.
The award, which is Sweden's highest
music honour, is presented annually to
both a pop act and classical performer.
It is given in recognition of "exceptional
achievements in the creation and
advancement of music".
The pair will collect their one million
kronor (£91,000) prize from King Carl
XVI Gustaf at a Stockholm ceremony
on 28 August.
The Royal Swedish Academy of Music
praised Simon for his "consummate
skill, innovative arrangements and
provocative lyrics".
"Nobody else is more deserving of the
epithet of 'world-class songwriter'," it
said.
"For five decades, Paul Simon has
built bridges not only over troubled
waters but over entire oceans by
(re)joining the world's continents with
his music. Paul Simon has compiled a
library of songs which will remain open
to future generations."
The academy also lauded Ma as "the
leading cellist of our time" who had
"united people from every continent".
"Yo-Yo Ma has dedicated his virtuosity
and his heart to journeys of musical
exploration and discovery around the
world," it said.
"[He] is living proof that music is com-
munication, passion and the ability to
share experience."
The prize was founded by Stig Ander-
son, the manager of Swedish pop
group ABBA, in 1989.
Previous recipients include Sir Elton
John, Sir Paul McCartney, Ravi
Shankar, Bob Dylan and Ennio
Morricone.
Last year's winners were Patti Smith
and US string group Kronos Quartet.
Polar Music Prize

The Polar Music Prize is a Swedish
international music award founded in
1989 by Stig Anderson, possibly best
known to be the manager of the Swed-
ish pop group ABBA, with a donation to
the Royal Swedish Academy of Music.
The award is annually given to one
contemporary musician and one
classical musician. Exceptions were

the year 2001, where it was awarded
to three musicians (one composer, one
contemporary musician and one
inventor) and the year 2003, awarded
only to one composer. Without any
restrictions of nationality, the prize is to
be “awarded for significant achieve-
ments in music and/or musical activity,
or for achievements which are found to
be of great potential importance for
music or musical activity, and it shall be
referable to all fields within or closely
connected with music”.
It was first awarded to the British
musician and one of the founders of
the Beatles, Paul McCartney, and the
Baltic States. The most recent award
was made to American poet and
musician Patti Smith and American
string quartet Kronos Quartet. Laure-
ates are awarded 1 million Swedish
kronor. The Polar Music Prize is re-
garded as Sweden's foremost musical
honor. The prize is overseen by the
Stig Anderson Music Award Founda-
tion, which includes members of the
Stig Anderson family and representa-
tives of the Swedish Society of Popular
Music Composers (SKAP) and the
Swedish Performing Rights Society
(STIM). A committee of musicians,
other experienced members of the
music industry, and members of the
Stig Anderson family selects the prize
recipients from nominations submitted
by representatives of several interna-
tional music industry organizations.
In recent years, the musical director of
the award's music ceremony has been
Hans Ek, an internationally known
Swedish orchestra conductor and
arranger.

Burma's Aung
San Suu Kyi
gets passport
Burma's opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi has been given a passport for
the first time in 24 years.
Ms Suu Kyi has spent much of the past
two decades under house arrest in
Burma as a political prisoner. But
following recent reforms she and other
members of her party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD), have
won seats in parliament.
Ms Suu Kyi plans to go to Norway in
June to accept the Nobel Peace Prize
which she won in 1991.
She also intends to travel to Britain
where she lived for many years with
her late husband and sons.
She was visiting Burma in 1988 to look
after her sick mother when protests
broke out and she has not left the
country since then.
Her husband died in 1999 and she
only had limited contact with her
children, fearing that if she were to
leave Burma she would not be allowed
to return. But now "she can travel
abroad freely", a government official
told AFP.
And her own spokesman Nyan Win
told the news agency: "Her passport is
in her hand now".
Ms Suu Kyi's decision to travel is being
seen as a sign of her confidence in the
government of President Thein Sein,
who brought in reforms after he came
to power last year.
Ms Suu Kyi has also accepted an
invitation to visit the United Nations
headquarters in New York.

15 butchered
bodies
recovered
near U.S.
retiree
communities
on Lake
Chapala
Police on Wednesday morning recov-
ered the bodies, some of them dis-
membered, of at least 10 people
stuffed into two small SUVs near the
highway connected Guadalajara with
the American and Canadian expatriot
havens on the shores of Lake
Chapala.
The gruesome discovery, about 10
miles from the town of Chapala, came
as local media reported that 10 other
people escaped from suspected Zetas
captors in a nearby town. Police said
the Zetas had intended to slaughter
the hostages and them in a public
place as a message to Sinaloa crime
lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman.
The murder of the kidnapped people
supposedly was to be in response to
Chapo’s claimed responsibility for the
beheadings of nearly three dozen

alleged Zetas since mid-April in Nuevo
Laredo.
Guzman’s gunmen, now allied with the
Gulf Cartel, reportedly have returned to
the South Texas border to claim control
of Nuevo Laredo from the Zetas. The
Sinaloans failed to take the city seven
years ago from the Gulf Cartel and its
then-allies, the Zetas, in battles that
kicked off the underworld hyper-
violence that continues today.
The Zetas and other gangs have been
warring with Guzman and his allies
across much of Mexico. Guzman’s
killers dumped the bodies of 35 alleged
Zetas last fall on a busy interchange in
Boca de Rio, a wealthy beachfront
suburb of the port of Veracruz. Zetas
responded by leaving 26 bodies on a
street in downtown Guadalajara.
Though not always easy to decipher,
much of the recent bloodshed in the
western Mexico states of Durango,
Zacatecas, Jalisco and Sinaloa are
linked to the rivalry, as is turmoil in
Guatemala.
The shore of Lake Chapala, a 30-
minute drive from Guadalajara’s air-
port, has become a minor front in the
war, with sporadic gunbattles and
executions in the towns of Chapala,
Ajijic, Cosolá and Jocotepec. Three
local men were gunned down in the
center of Ajijic, home to thousands of
American and Canadian retirees, on
Easter Sunday night.
The Guadalajara area has become a
major production center of metham-
phetamine, sold both to Mexican
consumers and exported to the United
States.

Russian
passenger jet
reported
missing in
Indonesia
A new Russian passenger jet carrying
50 people has gone missing on a
demonstration flight in Indonesia, after
taking off from Jakarta.
The Sukhoi Superjet 100 disappeared
from radar screens 50 minutes into
what was meant to be a brief flight.
An eyewitness reported seeing a low-
flying plane flying towards a mountain
but did not hear any explosion.
Aerial searches for the plane have
been hampered by darkness and
strong winds. But rescuers have
continued looking for the plane on the
ground.
"We suspect the plane crashed, but
we're not yet certain," rescue chief
Marsdya Daryatmo told reporters
several hours after the disappearance.
Most of those aboard are believed to
be Indonesian airline representatives
but it has been confirmed that there
are also eight Russians, including
pilots and technicians, and a French
citizen.
We keep phoning our guys. Some-
times calls go through, sometimes they
break off. But nobody picks up”
The jet vanished from radar near the
city of Bogor in West Java province
and may have come down in moun-
tainous terrain around Mt Salak.
Relatives of Indonesians aboard the
plane have gathered at the airport to
wait for news, some of them weeping
uncontrollably, AFP news agency
reports.
The plane took off from east Jakarta's
Halim Perdanakusuma airport at 14:00
(07:00 GMT), on its second flight of the
day, the Indonesian search and rescue
agency said.
Indonesian officials plotted the plane's
movements on a map
At 14:50, it was recorded as dropping
from 10,000ft [3,000m] to 6,000ft near
Salak, a peak measuring 7,200ft
(2,200m).
Juanda, a villager who lives near the
mountain, told local TV: "I saw a big
plane passing just over my house."
"It was veering a bit to one side, the
engine roaring. It seemed to be head-
ing toward Salak, but I didn't hear an
explosion or anything."
Jocean Bowler, an American running
an organic farm on the slopes of the
mountain, which is a popular tourist
destination, said: "Salak's a big moun-
tain, I didn't hear anything."
Some 200 police, military and rescue
workers have been sent to Mt Salak,
Marsdya Daryatmo said.
Russian blogger Sergey Dolya, who
was accompanying the Sukhoi delega-
tion and broke news of the plane's
disappearance, has been filing up-
dates on Twitter, from the emergency
operation centre in Jakarta.
"The ground [search] operation will
continue all night," he wrote.
"They will try to climb to the highest

point. In the morning, they will continue
with five helicopters."

Tweeting after midnight (local time),
Dolya added: "We keep phoning our
guys. Sometimes calls go through,
sometimes they break off. But nobody
picks up. The locals are unable to
determine the location."
Sukhoi officials have been on an Asia-
wide tour in recent months to show off
their aircraft to airline firms.
The Superjet, a mid-range airliner that
can carry up to 100 people, is military
plane-maker Sukhoi's first commercial
aviation plane.
It was created by a joint venture,
majority-owned by Sukhoi, with Italy's
Finmeccanica and a number of other
foreign and Russian firms also in-
volved.
Sukhoi aimed to sell 42 of its planes to
Indonesia, which has witnessed a fast-
expanding aviation market to cater for
a growing middle class in the world's
fourth most populous nation, Reuters
adds.

ndia halts plan
to ship
cheetahs from
Africa
India's Supreme Court has halted a
plan to re-introduce cheetahs to the
country by shipping animals over from
Africa after experts said the idea was
'totally misconceived'.
The environment ministry had cleared
the US$56 million (S$69.9 million)
project which involved moving African
cheetahs from Namibia to a wildlife
sanctuary in the central Indian state of
Madhya Pradesh. But court-appointed
adviser P.S. Narasimha said: 'Studies
show that African cheetahs and Asian
cheetahs are completely different, both
genetically and also in their character-
istics.'
He told the court on Tuesday: 'The

African cheetah obviously never ex-
isted in India,' adding that the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) clearly warned against the
introduction of alien species.

Ukraine's
jailed
Tymoshenko
moves to
hospital
Jailed Ukrainian opposition leader Yulia
Tymoshenko, whose plight has soured
relations between the country's leader-
ship and the West, was moved to a
hospital for treatment for back pains on
Wednesday and ended her hunger
strike.

President Viktor Yanukovich has faced
growing criticism over the conviction of
Tymoshenko and the authorities'
refusal to let her travel abroad for
treatment for chronic back trouble.
Her transfer from prison in the eastern
city of Kharkiv to a nearby hospital for
treatment under the supervision of
German doctors was worked out last
week in a compromise. But it seemed
unlikely to relieve pressure on
Yanukovich, who looks increasingly
isolated as Ukraine prepares to co-host
Europe's biggest soccer tournament.
Tymoshenko, 51, a former prime
minister, was jailed last October for
seven years for alleged abuse of
power while in office, a charge she
denied.
She says she is the victim of a ven-
detta by Yanukovich who narrowly beat
her for the presidency in February
2010. The European Union and the
United States have condemned her
trial and sentencing as politically
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Francis Bacon painting sells
for $44.9m
A Francis Bacon painting of a man and his reflection brought in $44.9m at
Sotheby's in New York last night, capping a week of breathtaking sales in the
luxury art market. Bacon's "Figure Writing Reflected in a Mirror" was one of the
three pillars at the Manhattan auction and had a pre-sale estimate of $30m to
$40m. After slow bidding, the hammer finally fell at $40m, to which commis-
sions were added to make the final price.
In 2001, the reassembled cramped studio of Bacon went on display at the
Hugh Lane Gallery in Dublin.
A Roy Lichtenstein close up of a blonde woman titled "Sleeping Girl", executed
in the pop art king's typical cartoon style, also fetched $44.9m, including com-
mission, a new record for Lichtenstein.

"She is beautiful," auctioneer Tobias Meyer said of the figure in the painting.
Mr Meyer returned to that word after the auction, telling journalists: "The high
end of the market performs beautifully."
Even as world equity markets and governments across the West remain jittery
over their financial future, the international art market is in giddy form, leaving
the fallout from the 2008 stock markets crash a distant memory.
Yesterday's auction brought in a total of $266.6m, double the $128m from the
same May contemporary sale last year, Sotheby's said.
"That's a great indication for where the contemporary art market is moving,"
Alex Rotter, head of contemporary art at Sotheby's in New York, noted.
However, even Sotheby's couldn't match the fireworks at rival Christie's on
Tuesday, when records fell in droves and Mark Rothko's "Orange, red, yellow"
sold for $86.9m, becoming the most expensive contemporary work ever auc-
tioned.
One of the biggest draws at Sotheby's was billed as Andy Warhol's "Double
Elvis," which pictures the rock and roll legend as a cowboy gunslinger.
It was estimated to go for between $30m and $50m and ended up selling for a
respectable, if muted $37m - nowhere near the Warhol record of $71.7m.
A string of unsold works yesterday added to the slightly damper accent of the
evening when compared to Christie's, which saw 14 artists' records broken.
Also, at Christie's, the night's total takings of $388.5 million were the highest
ever for a contemporary art auction, a record last set in 2007.
But Sotheby's has its own record to celebrate from last week's Impressionist
and modern sale.
The auction house sold the only privately-owned version of Edvard Munch's
"The Scream" - one of the most recognisable paintings in history - for $119.9m,
the most ever paid for any work at public auction.

motivated and want her released.
Outcry in the West intensified after
Tymoshenko said she had been
beaten in jail and went on hunger
strike on April 20 in protest against
alleged ill-treatment. Authorities deny
she was mistreated.
German doctor Lutz Harms of Berlin's
Charite hospital, who is supervising her
treatment, said she ended her hunger
strike after being admitted to the
Kharkiv clinic on Wednesday morning.
"We have begun to start a normal
process of feeding," Harms told report-
ers. She will take fruit juice at first and
then begin to take solids. Therapy for
her back pains will take at least eight
weeks, he said.
Yanukovich appeared untroubled at
World War Two Victory Day celebra-
tions on Wednesday, despite the
pressure. Addressing veterans in Kiev,
he spoke of the need to defend world
peace by shunning "populism of all
types", but remained silent about
Tymoshenko.
In a setback on Tuesday, he called off
a meeting in Yalta of Central and
Eastern European leaders after several
said they were staying away because
of the Tymoshenko affair.
Arseny Yatsenyuk, leader of the Front
of Change party, said cancellation of
the Yalta meeting was a "shameful
failure" for Ukraine.
"This leadership is dragging the coun-
try and its people with it into interna-
tional isolation," Interfax news agency
quoted him as saying.
Vitaly Klitschko, world heavyweight
boxing champion who heads the Udar
party, said: "The leadership clearly has
no wish to change the situation and
meet calls by Kiev's European partners
to respect human rights and demo-
cratic standards."
Western outrage over the treatment of
Tymoshenko, who led the 2004 Or-
ange Revolution protests which
doomed Yanukovich's first bid for the
presidency, has led to threats by
European politicians to boycott the
European soccer championships which
Ukraine co-hosts next month.
The month-long Euro-2012 tournament
which Ukraine is co-hosting with Po-
land from June 8 to the final in Kiev on
July 1, is meant to showcase the
former Soviet republic as a modern
European nation.
Some Western government ministers
now say they will not attend. European
Commission President Jose Manuel
Barroso has said he has no plans to
visit Ukraine and the other 26 commis-
sioners are following suit.
An EU diplomat said he expected EU
foreign ministers to "harmonise and
coordinate" strategy towards Ukraine
at a meeting in Brussels on Monday.
The row over Tymoshenko has already
led to the indefinite shelving of the
signing and ratification of political and
free trade agreements with the EU.
Poland, which has spearheaded efforts
to bring its neighbour closer to the EU,
sought to mediate in the confrontation.
Komorowski urged Ukraine to drop law
allowing politicians to be jailed for
decisions taken while in office.
"In my view, this would not have hap-
pened if outdated regulations that
contradict European standards by
allowing prison sentencing for political
decisions had been phased out in
time," he told reporters.

Messi called
me 'negro'
The former Real Madrid winger has
voiced his dismay with the way the
Barcelona star spoke to him during
their meetings in the Primera Division
in the past few years
The Dutchman locked horns with the
Argentina international a number of
times during his spells at Real Madrid
and Hercules, and admitted that he
would always have problems with
Messi in off-the-ball incidents.
Drenthe is currently on loan at Everton,
but the Premier League side are
unlikely to make his stay at the club
permanent after falling out with man-
ager David Moyes.

Red Cross
suspends
work in
Pakistan after
staffer's
killing
The International Committee of the
Red Cross said Thursday it was sus-
pending its work in Pakistan pending a
review of its presence in the South
Asian country.

The decision comes after the killing of
Khalil Rasjed Dale, a 60-year old
health program manager who was
abducted four months ago in
Balochistan. His body was found last
month.
The 900 national staff members of the
Red Cross have been placed on paid
leave, and 80 foreign staffers have
been flown to Islamabad, said spokes-
man Christian Cardon.
"Over the last few years unfortunately,
it has become very dangerous not only
in Pakistan but all over the world with
the ICRC staff being targeted and
coming under attack," Cardon said.
Jacques de Maio, the head of Red
Cross operations for South Asia, said
the aid agency was compelled to
"completely reassess the balance
between the humanitarian impact of
our activities and the risks faced by our
staff."
The organization has halted all all its
activities and said it was painfully
aware of the consequences on the
wounded, sick and other vulnerable
people.
The Red Cross has been working in
Pakistan since the country's indepen-
dence in 1947, providing health care,
physical rehabilitation and other assis-
tance for victims of violence and
natural disasters.
It has been instrumental in aid delivery
after earthquakes and the devastating
2010 flooding across the nation.
The agency called Dale a "trusted and
very experienced Red Cross staff
member who significantly contributed
to the humanitarian cause."
He had been working in the western
city of Quetta and the province of
Balochistan for almost a year. Armed
men abducted him January 5 as he
was returning home from work.
"This is an abhorrent act targeted
against a committed humanitarian
worker who has dedicated himself and
his life to help others in need," said
Aine Fay, head of the Pakistan Hu-
manitarian Forum, a coalition of aid
agencies.
The forum said Dale's killing was the
latest incident in a long line of targeted
attacks against humanitarian agencies
and staff. The past four years has seen
an increase in targeted attacks against
national and international humanitarian
organizations and staff across Pakistan
by violent militant groups and criminals.
"To date none of the perpetrators have
been captured or brought to justice,
and, at this time seven humanitarian
staff continue to be held hostage
following their abductions in 2011 and
2012," the forum said.
"This picture of violence against hu-
manitarian organizations and staff is
reflective of the violence that has been
inflicted on hundreds of innocent
people by militants and criminals
across Pakistan in the same period," it
said.
The forum called on Pakistan's govern-
ment to condemn such acts of violence
and do more to protect aid workers.

Salman
Rushdie joins
writers
protesting
New York
library revamp
Major literary names including Salman
Rushdie, Art Spiegelman and Mario
Vargas Llosa are protesting the
planned $300m restructuring of the
iconic Fifth Avenue branch of the New
York Public Library, saying it is "a
misplaced use of funds in a time of
great scarcity".
A letter signed by more than 700
writers, academics and others was
sent to the library yesterday, criticising
plans to add a collection of books for
lending to the reference library cur-
rently housed on Fifth Avenue and
42nd Street. The proposal includes
moving the collections from two other
branches to Fifth Avenue, adding more
computers, more space and potentially
a cafe. Up to three million books could
also be removed from the library to a
storage facility.
"NYPL will lose its standing as a pre-
mier research institution (second only
to the Library of Congress in the US) –
a destination for international as well
as American scholars – and become a
busy social centre where focused
research is no longer the primary goal,"
say the signatories, who also include
Jonathan Lethem. "One of the claims
made about the [plan] is that it will
'democratise' the NYPL, but that
seems to be a misunderstanding of
what that word means. The NYPL is

already among the most democratic
institutions of its kind. Anyone can use
it; no credentials are needed to gain
entry. More space, more computers, a
cafe, and a lending library will not
improve an already democratic institu-
tion." Others disagree: an editorial in
the New York Times called the plans
"both necessary and forward-thinking
in this digital era", and said that
"though some library lovers want
nothing to change, this plan could
revitalise the library and make it as
much a resource for the public as it is a
research haven for writers and schol-
ars". Designed by the architect Norman
Foster, the renovation of the building
on 42nd Street is scheduled to begin in
2013, with the reopening estimated to
take place in 2017-8. Officials say the
new library, which would be open until
11pm, will be visited by "millions more
users", and that this "enlivened, demo-
cratic hub of learning and creativity
would be a symbol of rebirth".
New York Public Library President
Anthony Marx said his "absolute
priority" was "to preserve the integrity
of the library and its collections, as well
as the unparalleled quality of the
services we offer" in a piece for the
Huffington Post.

"For the first time in more than three
decades, the 42nd Street library will
house a major browsable circulating
collection in addition to its superb
research collections. The formula is
simple: more readers, plus all the
books, materials, and services they
need, will infuse the building with even
more intellectual and creative vitality,"
he wrote. "Some have shared con-
cerns that this will compromise our
commitment to research. We believe
instead that the circulating library will
complement and reinforce research,
bringing even more readers into the
building who will be able to more easily
explore the unique research-level
collections. Researchers, in turn, will
be able to take advantage of the
circulating collection."

Air India stops
booking on
some sectors,
over 20 flights
cancelled
The turbulence in Air India escalated
on Thursday morning. The Air India
passengers continued to bear the
brunt of the ongoing stand-off between
the airline management and pilots for
the third consecutive day as more than
20 flights from Delhi and Mumbai were
cancelled.
Air India has also stopped booking on
some sectors. The airline is not taking
any bookings bookings for Delhi-New
York, Chicago, Toronto and New Jersy.
Sources say bookings may be stopped
on other sectors too if the agitation
continues.
Meanwhile, the Indian Pilots Guild
(IPG) on Thursday said that the pilots
want to meet Civil Aviation Minister Ajit
Singh and discuss their grievances.
"Pilots are willing to talk to the Aviation
Minister to solve the ongoing crisis.
They will try and meet him as soon as
they can get an appointment," the IPG
said. The pilots are under pressure to
return to work after a double blow on
Wednesday. 26 more pilots were fired
as the Delhi High Court ruled that their
strike was illegal. A total of 36 pilots
have been fired in the last 48 hours.
The court also said that the strike
should be halted and no pilots should
call in sick.

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation Minister Ajit
Singh said that the government was
ready for talks only if the pilots called
off their strike.
From Delhi flights to Frankfurt, Shang-
hai, Toronto, New Jersey, Chicago and

Seoul were cancelled while Air India
flights to New York, Riyadh and Shang-
hai were not operating from Mumbai.
The pilots have been protesting
against rescheduling of Boeing 787
Dreamliner training.
Earlier, Ajit Singh expressed regret
over the Air India-Indian Airlines
merger, saying the division was a
mistake. Speaking to CNN-IBN, Ajit
Singh said that in retrospect that
decision did cause problems.
"Their cultures were entirely different.
Air India's way of doing things, Indian
Airlines way of doing things, their pay
scales, their promotion policies and
their areas of operation were also
entirely different. So that did cause lot
of problems and that is why even now
they are not really integrated. That's
why as I said the challenge now is to
implement justice Dharmadhikari's
report." he said.

Chinese
Physicists
Teleport
Photons Over
100
Kilometers
Teleportation, sci-fi-y as it sounds, is
actually not fictional or even new; two
years ago, Chinese physicists broke
the then-current record for quantum
teleportation by teleporting photons
over 10 miles. But a new effort from
that same team demolishes that
record, beaming the photons over 97
kilometers.

The physicists, working from the
University of Science and Technology
of China in Shanghai, have again
taken advantage of quantum entangle-
ment for the purposes of moving an
object from one place to another
without ever moving in the space
between. According to Technology
Review, "The idea is not that the
physical object is teleported but the
information that describes it. This can
then be applied to a similar object in a
new location which effectively takes on
the new identity."
The task uses a 1.3-watt laser "and
some fancy optics" to beam those
photons and retrieve them at the final
location. The trick seems to be main-
taining the photons' information, since
the beam widens over space, but
eventually teleportation of this sort
could be used to beam information
incredibly quickly up to satellites.

HIV
prevention pill
Truvada
backed by US
experts
A panel of US health experts has for
the first time backed a drug to prevent
HIV infection in healthy people.
The panel recommended US regula-
tors approve the daily pill, Truvada, for
use by people considered at high risk
of contracting the Aids virus.
The US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) is not required to follow the
panel's advice, but it usually does.
Some health workers and groups
active in the HIV community have
opposed the approval of the drug.
However, correspondents say the
move could prove to be a new mile-
stone in the fight against HIV/Aids.
Truvada is already approved by the
FDA for people who are HIV-positive,
and is taken along with existing anti-
retroviral drugs.
Studies from 2010 showed that
Truvada, made by California-based
Gilead Sciences, reduced the risk of
HIV in healthy gay men - and among
HIV-negative heterosexual partners of
people who are HIV-positive - by
between 44% and 73%.
The Antiviral Drugs Advisory Commit-
tee, which advises the FDA, voted 19-3
in favour of prescribing the drug to the
highest risk group - non-infected men
who have sex with multiple male
partners.
They also approved it, by majority
votes, for uninfected people with HIV-
positive partners and for other groups

considered at risk of acquiring HIV
through sexual activity.
The votes followed an 11-hour meeting
of the panel in Silver Spring, Maryland,
and a lengthy public comments ses-
sion.
Opposition to the prospect of approv-
ing the drug is based on concerns that
users could gain a false sense of
security, and fears of a drug-resistant
strain of HIV.
There is also concern that the high
cost of Truvada could divert limited
funding from more cost-effective
options.
"We need to slow down. I care too
much about my community not to
speak my concerns," said Joey Terrill,
of the Aids Healthcare Foundation,
which campaigned against the drug's
approval.
Nurse Karen Haughey told the panel:
"Truvada needs to be taken every day,
100% of the time, and my experience
as a registered nurse tells me that
won't happen.
In the UK, Sir Nick Partridge, chief
executive of Terrence Higgins Trust,
said: "There is no single method of
prevention that can on its own stop the
transmission of HIV.
"Adding Truvada to our existing range
of prevention programmes, including
safer sex campaigns, using condoms
and regular testing for HIV is an excit-
ing prospect. "But we need to know if
people at highest risk of infection are
prepared to take a pill every day and
whether there would be an increase in
risk-taking behaviour which could
outweigh the prevention effectiveness
of Truvada." He said a clinical trial to
invesitgate these issues would begin in
the UK in the autumn.

Child deaths:
Preventable
infections 'the
leading cause'
Most deaths of young children around
the world are from mainly preventable
infectious causes, experts have said.
A US team, writing in the Lancet,
looked at mortality figures from 2010.
They found two-thirds of the 7.6m
children who died before their fifth
birthday did so due to infectious
causes - and pneumonia was found to
be the leading cause of death.

One expert said it was very important
to "translate such findings into action".
The team from Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health
looked at data from a range of sources,
including household surveys and
registration systems for 193 countries.
Mathematical modelling was used
where data was incomplete.
They found child deaths had fallen by
two million (26%) since 2000, and there
have been significant reductions in
leading causes of death including
diarrhoea and measles - as well as
pneumonia.
But they say there are still significant
challenges.
Half of child deaths occurred in Africa -
two thirds (2.6m) were due to infectious
causes, including malaria and Aids.
In South East Asia, neonatal causes
were the leading cause of death.
Five countries (India, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Democratic Republic of Congo and
China) accounted for almost half
(3.75m) of deaths in children under
five.

The researchers warn that very few

countries will achieve international

targets for improving child survival - the

Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 4

- by the 2015 deadline.

Only tetanus, measles, and HIV/Aids

have fallen enough to meet the target.

Writing in the Lancet, the researchers

say: "Across all the previous and

current rounds of causes of childhood

death estimation, pneumonia and pre-

term birth complications consistently

rank as the leading causes at the

global level.

"Africa and South East Asia are repeat-

edly the regions with the most deaths

in children younger than five years.

"Our trend analysis shows that acceler-

ated reductions are needed in the two

major causes and in the two high-

burden regions to achieve MDG4 by

2015."
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PROVISIONS OF THE PANCHAYATS (EXTENSION
TO THE SCHEDULED AREAS) ACT, 1996

NRHM
KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

Some of the key achievements under National Rural Health Mission are:
1. Accelerated improvements in key reproductive health indicators e.g.
Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) and Institutional Delivery Rate.
2. Upgradation and operationalization of 8250 Primary Health Centers
(PHCs) as 24X7 facilities
3. Operationalization of 2312 FRUs which includes Community Health
Centers (CHCs), Sub District Hospitals and District Hospitals for providing
OPD and 24*7 indoor facilities especially for comprehensive emergency
obstetric and newborn care.
4. 374 Special Newborn Care Units, 1638 Newborn Stabilization Units, and
11432 Newborn Care Corners have been established at different levels of
health facilities.
5. Augmentation of the availability of skilled manpower by means of differ-
ent skill- based trainings such as Skilled Birth Attendance for Auxiliary
Nurse Midwives/Staff Nurses/Lady Health Visitors; training of MBBS Doc-
tors in Life Saving Anaesthetic Skills and Emergency Obstetric Care includ-
ing Caesarean Section.
6. Over 1.4 lakh Human Resources have been engaged across the country
on contractual basis under National Rural Health Mission which includes-
ANMs, Staff Nurses, Paramedics, AYUSH Doctors, Doctors, Specialists and
AYUSH Paramedics.
7. Engagement of 8.61 lakhs Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) to
generate demand and facilitate accessing of health care services by the
community.
As per the Health Management Information System (HMIS) under the
National Rural Health Mission, total institutional deliveries at public and
private accredited health facilities increased from 1.62 Crores in the year
2009-10 to 1.68 Crores in the year 2010-11.
The key strategies adopted by the Government of India to strengthen
NRHM are:
• Creation of strong institutional mechanisms at National and State level
through Mission Steering group, State/District Health Mission.
• Strengthening Programme Management units for effective public health
management through State, District and Block Programme management
units.
• Enhanced fund allocation to NRHM for additional funding to States.
• Preparation of inter-sectoral District Health Plans.
• Integrating vertical Health and Family Welfare programmes at National,
State, District and Block levels.
• Supporting States through united funds for the functioning of Village
Health Sanitation & Nutrition Committees and thereby focusing on creation
of Village Health Plans.
• Promoting access to healthcare at household level through ASHA.
• Supporting the States to train and enhance capacity of Panchayati Raj
Institutions.
• Strengthening facilities from PHCs and above through grants to
RogiKalyanSamitis (RKS).
• Promotion of Public Private Partnership through NRHM to improve
service delivery.

CLEAN ENERGY
There has been a rapid growth in deployment of clean/ renewable energy
projects in the country attracting major investments, domestic as well as
foreign.  A total installed capacity of over 10,400 MW has been added from
various renewable power generation projects during the last three years viz.
2009-10, 2010-11 & 2011-12. This comprises of 7,112 MW wind power, 965
MW small hydro power, 1,414 MW bio-power and 940 MW solar power. FDI
inflow to the tune of Rs.5826 cr. (USD 1245 million) in 319 renewable
energy projects has been reported during the period (2009-2012). The
project locations/ sites are either allotted by the State Governments or
acquired by the private developers themselves, depending on the renew-
able energy resources involved.

The renewable energy sectors which have progressed well are wind power,
bio-power, small hydro power and solar power. The Government has taken
several steps to encourage development of renewable energy sector.
These include the following:
• Private sector companies are partnering with government and co-invest-
ing in R&D and technology development.
• Fiscal and financial incentives, such as, capital / interest subsidies,
accelerated depreciation, nil/ concessional excise and customs duties;
• Preferential tariff for grid interactive renewable power in most potential
States following the provisions made under the National Electricity Policy
2005 and National Tariff Policy 2006; Uniform guidelines by CERC for
fixation of such preferential tariffs being issued every year;
• Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission launched to facilitate large scale
capital investment in solar energy sector; Payment Security Mechanism for
grid connected Solar Power Projects under the Mission.
The Government also has a policy to encourage transfer of foreign tech-
nologies, including those in renewable energy sector. FDI up to 100% under
the automatic route is permitted in Renewable Energy Generation and
Distribution projects subject to provisions of Electricity Act, 2003.

OPINION - EDITORIALS

Provisions of the Panchayats (Exten-
sion to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
An Act to provide for the extension of
the provisions of Part IX of the
Constitution relating to the Panchayats
to the Scheduled Areas. BE it enacted
by Parliament in the Forty-seventh
Year of the Republic of India as fol-
lows:-
1. Short title.- This Act may be called
the Provisions of the Panchayats
(Extension to
the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996
2. Definition.- In this Act, unless the
context otherwise requires, "Scheduled
Areas" means the Scheduled Areas as
referred to in Clause (1) of Article 244
of the Constitution.
3. Extension of part IX  of The Consti-
tution.-  The provision of Part IX of the
Constitution relating to Panchayats are
hereby extended to the Scheduled
Areas subject to such exceptions and
modifications as are provided in sec-
tion 4.
4. Exceptions and modifications to part
IX of The Constitution.- Notwithstand-
ing anything contained under Part IX of
the Constitution, the Legislature of a
State shall not make any law under
that Part which is inconsistent with any
of the following features, namely:-
(a) a State legislation on the
Panchayats that may be made shall be
in consonance with
the customary law, social and religious
practices and traditional management
practices of community resources;
(b) a village shall ordinarily consist of a
habitation or  a group of habitations or
a hamlet or a group of hamlets com-
prising  a community and managing its
affairs in accordance with traditions
and customs;
(c) every village shall have a Gram
Sabha consisting of persons whose
names are included in the electoral
rolls for the Panchayat at the village
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level;
(d) every Gram Sabha shall be compe-
tent to safeguard and preserve the
traditions and customs of the people,
their cultural identity, community re-
sources and the customary
mode of dispute resolution;
(e) every Gram Sabha shall-
i. approve of the plans, programmes
and projects for social and economic
development before such plans,
programmes and projects are taken up
for implementation by the Panchayat at
the village level; ii. be responsible for
the identification or selection of per-
sons as beneficiaries under the pov-
erty alleviation and other programmes;
(f) every Panchayat at the village level
shall be required to obtain from the
Gram Sabha a certification of
utilisation of funds by that  Panchayat
for the plans, programmes and projects
referred to in clause(e);
(g) the reservation of seats in the
Scheduled Areas at every Panchayat
shall be in proportion to the population
of the communities in that Panchayat
for whom reservation is sought to be
given under Part IX of the Constitution;
Provided that the reservation for the
Scheduled Tribes shall not be less than
Aone-half of the total number of seats;
Provided further that all seats of Chair-
persons of Panchayats at  all levels
shall be reserved for the Scheduled
Tribes;
(h) the State Government may nomi-
nate persons belonging to such Sched-
uled Tribes as have no representation
in the Panchayat at the intermediate
level or the Panchayat at the district
level: Provided that such nomination
shall not exceed one-tenth of the total
members to be elected in that
Panchayat;
(i) the Gram Sabha or the Panchayats
at the appropriate level shall be con-
sulted before making the acquisition of

land in the Scheduled Areas for devel-
opment projects and before re-setling
or rehabilitating persons affected by
such projects in the Scheduled Areas;
the actual planning and implementation
of the projects in the Scheduled Areas
shall be coordinated at the State level;
(j) planning and management of minor
water bodies in the Scheduled Areas
shall be entrusted to Panchayats at the
appropriate level;
(k) the recommendations of the Gram
Sabha or the Panchayats at the appro-
priate level shall be made mandatory
prior to grant of prospecting licence or
mining lease for minor minerals in the
Scheduled Areas;
(l) the prior recommendation of the
Gram Sabha or the Panchayats at the
appropriate level shall be made man-
datory for grant of concession for the
exploitation of minor minerals by
auction; (m) while endowing
Panchayats in the  Scheduled Areas
with such powers and
authority as may be necessary to
enable them to function as institutions
of selfgovernment, a State Legislature
shall ensure  that the Panchayats at
the appropriate
level and the Gram Sabha are en-
dowed specifically with-
(i) the power to enforce prohibition or
to regulate or restrict the sale and
consumption of any intoxicant;
(ii) the ownership of minor forest
produce;
(iii) the power to prevent  alienation of
land in the Scheduled Areas and to
take appropriate action to restore any
unlawfully alienated land of a Sched-
uled Tribe;
(iv) the power to manage village mar-
kets by whatever name called;
(v) the power to exercise control over
money lending to the Scheduled
Tribes;

(vi) the power to exercise  control over
institutions and  functionaries in all
social sectors;
(vii) the power to control over local
plans and resources for such plans
including tribal sub-plans; (n) the State
Legislations that may endow
Panchayats with powers and authority
as may be necessary to enable them
to function as institutions of self-
government shall contain safeguards
to ensure that Panchayats at the
higher level do not assume the powers
and authority of any Panchayat at the
lower level or of the Gram Sabha; (o)
the State Legislature shall endeavour
to follow the pattern of the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution while
designing the administrative arrange-
ments in the Panchayats at district
levels in the Scheduled Areas.
5. Continuance of existing laws ND
panchayats.- Notwithstanding anything
in Part IX of the Constitution with
exceptions and modifications made by
this Act, any provision of any law
relating to Panchayats in force in the
Scheduled Areas, immediately before
the date on which this Act receives the
assent of the President, which is
inconsistent with the provisions of Part
IX with such exceptions and modifica-
tions shall continue to be in force until
amended or repealed by a competgent
Legislature or other competent author-
ity or until the expiration of one year
from the date on which this Act re-
ceives the assent of the President;
Provided that all the Panchayats
existing immediately before such date
shall continue till the expiration of their
duration unless sooner dissolved by a
resolution passed to that effect by the
Legislative Assembly of that State or, in
the case of a State having Legislative
Council, by each House of the Legisla-
ture of that state.

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
National Green Tribunal (NGT)

The National Green Tribunal has been

established on 18.10.2010 under the

National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for

effective and expeditious disposal of

cases relating to environmental protec-

tion and conservation of forests and

other natural resources including

enforcement of any legal right relating

to environment and giving relief and

compensation for damages to persons

and property and for matters con-

nected therewith or incidental thereto.

It is a specialized body equipped with

the necessary expertise to handle

environmental disputes involving multi-

disciplinary issues. The Tribunal shall

not be bound by the procedure laid

down under the Code of Civil Proce-

dure, 1908, but shall be guided by

principles of natural justice.

The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in

environmental matters shall provide

speedy environmental justice and help

reduce the burden of litigation in the

higher courts. The Tribunal is man-

dated to make and endeavour for

disposal of applications or appeals

finally within 6 months of filing of the

same. Initially, the NGT is proposed to

be set up at five places of sittings and

will follow circuit procedure for making

itself more accessible. New Delhi is the

Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribu-

nal and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and

Chennai shall be the other 4 place of

sitting of the Tribunal.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT)

was officially passed by the legislature

on 18th October 2010 with its Chair-

person, Justice Lokeshwar Singh

Panta taking charge of his office here.

The legislate Act of Parliament defines

the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010

as follows,

An Act to provide for the establishment

of a National Green Tribunal for the
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effective and expeditious disposal of

cases relating to environmental protec-

tion and conservation of forests and

other natural resources including

enforcement of any legal right relating

to environment and giving relief and

compensation for damages to persons

and property and for matters con-

nected therewith or incidental thereto.

The Tribunal's dedicated jurisdiction in

environmental matters shall provide

speedy environmental justice and help

reduce the burden of litigation in the

higher courts. The Tribunal shall not be

bound by the procedure laid down

under the Code of Civil Procedure,

1908, but shall be guided by principles

of natural justice. The Tribunal is

mandated to make and endeavour for

disposal of applications or appeals

finally within 6 months of filing of the

same.Initially, the NGT is proposed to

be set up at five places of sittings and

will follow circuit procedure for making

itself more accessible. New Delhi is the

Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribu-

nal and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and

Chennai shall be the other 4 place of

sitting of the Tribunal.

During the Rio De Janeiro summit of

United Nations Conference on Environ-

ment and Development in June 1992,

India vowed the participating states to

provide judicial and administrative

remedies for the victims of the pollut-

ants and other environmental damage.

There lies many reasons behind the

setting up of this tribunal. After India's

move with Carbon credits, such tribu-

nal may play a vital role in ensuring the

control of emissions and maintaining

the desired levels. This is the first body

of its kind that is required by its parent

statute to apply the "polluter pays"

principle and the principle of sustain-

able development.
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This new chapter in the Economic

Survey reflects the growing challenges

of sustainable development and cli-

mate change. Pressures on land, air,

water, forests and loss of plant and

animal habitat are growing. At the

same time, a warming planet is already

causing adverse effects, such as more

frequent extreme weather events. The

science and evidence of climate

change are compelling. Both India and

the world are reviewing the challenges

ahead. The Earth Summit in Rio in

June 2012 will take stock of sustain-

able development priorities globally.

The Durban meeting in December

2011 has set some directions for

appropriate responses to climate

change. And closer to home, the

Twelfth Five Year Plan, commencing in

April 2012, is setting out India’s priori-

ties for a sustainable and inclusive,

lowercarbon development path.

India’s journey on the path of sustain-

able development has so far been

marked both by reasons for celebration

and introspection. The right place to

begin the story would be the 1980s

and early 1990s, which mark the

beginning of economic reforms, cata-

lyst for India’s phenomenally faster

growth rates since, and coinciding with

a time when countries around the

world acknowledged and started

addressing the increasing environmen-

tal concerns, such as at the Earth

Summit in Rio in 1992. India’s faster

gross domestic product (GDP) growth

over the last two decades has been

unprecedented; but at the same time

India’s rankings in terms of the human

development index (HDI) as well as

indices measuring environmental

sustainability are yet to fully reflect this

growth. However, it would be a mistake

to downplay the enormous progress

made, as India has followed a much

more conscious path of sustainable

development with impressive results on

the ground.

The key environmental challenges

have become sharper in the past two

decades. The 2009 State of the Envi-

ronment Report by the Ministry of

Envionment and Forests (MOEF) clubs

the issues under five key challenges

faced by India, which are climate

change, food security, water security,

energy security, and managing urban-

ization.

Climate change is impacting the natu-

ral ecosystems and is expected to

have substantial adverse effects in

India, mainly on agriculture on which

around 58 per cent of the population

depends for livelihood, water storage

in the Himalayan glaciers which are the

source of major rivers and groundwater

recharge, sea-level rise, and threats to

a long coastline and habitations.

Climate change will also cause in-

creased frequency of extreme events

such as storms, floods, and droughts.

These in turn will impact India’s food &

water security problems. India also

faces the critical challenge of meeting

its rapidly growing energy demands. It

currently depends on around 80 per

cent imports for its crude oil require-

ments. A large section of the rural

population is still not connected to the

grid or efficient modern cooking fuel

sources, and India’s per capita energy

consumption of 439 kg of oil equivalent

is far below the world average of 1688

kg (Planning Commission report in

2006). The energy poverty of the

household sector is indicated not only

by the low penetration of electricity into

the sector, but also by its primary

dependence on traditional inefficient

fuel for cooking and lighting.

As per the National Sample Survey

Organization (NSSO) survey 2004-05,

around 45 per cent of rural households

depend on inferior fuels like kerosene

or candle light for lighting and 84 per

cent have to rely primarily on biomass

comprising fuel wood, dung cake and
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agro-waste for cooking fuel. Finally,

urbanization is proceeding very rapidly,

creating new issues of affordable

housing, access to safe water and

sanitation, solid waste disposal, trans-

port, and air quality. Prices, incentives,

regulations and taxes could be de-

signed to help respond to these areas.

At the same time, there is a strong

sense of progress made at community

level, where it matters. India has made

remarkable gains so far in sustainable

development, as measured, for ex-

ample, in three summary ‘outcome’

indicators. One is life expectancy,

where India has achieved a decade’s

gain, which is a broad indicator of

economic well-being with social justice.

There has also been a rise in forest

cover despite the pressures on land

use, which is a measure of environ-

mental sustainability. Satellite data

confirms that not only has India been

able to control deforestation, but its

forest cover has also been increasing

between the 1990s and 2010. India is

one of the few developing countries

where forest cover has increased over

the last 20 years and continues to

increase, although a slight dip is

reported in the latest data for 2011. A

third summary indicator is gains in

literacy among younger women, an

indicator of future generations’ well-

being. On all three counts, India has

outpaced the ‘deltas’ on global aver-

ages, although it could have done

even better. Apart from this, the suc-

cess of its services sector has driven

growth. The economy transitioned from

being mainly dependent on agriculture

and manufacturing to a services-

oriented one over the 1990s. The

share of this sector in India’s GDP

grew from approximately 38 per cent in

1980-81 to 57.7 per cent in 2010-11.

Along the way, valuable experience

has been gained with many different

approaches. These have cemented the

institutional foundations for the future.

Sustainable development in terms of

environmental concerns has been a

recurring theme in Indian policy

and planning. A dedicated and inde-

pendent Ministry of Environment and

Forests has been functioning with

increasing responsibilities since 1985.

The Constitution itself and recourse to

many specific laws, multiple actors,

markets, and numerous government

programmes and policies have also

helped. The Constitution of India and

relevant amendments that have been

incorporated over the years, reinforce

the policy and legal basis of sustain-

able development in India. The pillars

of sustainable development are em-

bedded in the fundamental rights

guaranteed by the Constitution,

which lay down the framework for

social justice in India. Article 21 confer-

ring the Right to Life has been as-

signed the broadest interpretations by

the judiciary to encompass the right to

a clean environment, right to livelihood,

right to live with dignity, and a number

of other associated rights.

The National Environment Policy

2006 has attempted to mainstream

environmental concerns in all develop-

mental activities. The Government of

India, through its various policies, has

been factoring ecological concerns into

the development process so that

economic development can be

achieved without permanently damag-

ing the environment. The challenges

ahead are, nevertheless, large. Meet-

ing rising energy needs in an energy-

poor country with still limited access is

a huge challenge, along with acceler-

ated urbanization and manufacturing to

create more jobs.

The Ministry of Statistics and

Programme Implementation has also

initiated the process in 2010

of putting in place a green national

accounting system, to more appropri-

ately take into account  the environ-

mental costs of development and

reflect the depletion of natural re-

sources in generating national income.

Comprehensive environmental statis-

tics are being published since 1997 by

the Central Statistics Office (CSO). It is

expected that the depletion of stocks

of natural resources will be worked into

the standard national accounts to

estimate a green GDP at the level of

states and the country as a whole in

about five years. Pilot projects have

already been initiated at the level of

states and a high-level advisory group

has been formed. The information will

further integrate sustainable develop-

ment into the development process. It

is important to note here that the

distribution of gains and losses is also

important. To the extent that depletion

of natural resources is transformed

simultaneously into improved human

capital endowments and capabilities,

especially for the poorest communities

who depend on natural ecosystems

the most. More careful measurements

of inclusion and sustainability consid-

ered together will enhance develop-

ment choices and decisions. Green

development has to take into account

the need to accommodate faster rates

of traditional growth that are more

inclusive—such as modern energy

needs of poorer households. For

example, converting (depleting) abun-

dant ‘dirty’ coal into clean electricity

will represent a valid choice, provided

the distribution of such benefits is more

skewed towards the energy needs of

poorer, unconnected households, and

not if it is to meet subsidized energy

needs of richer households, whether in

urban or rural areas.

Analogous arguments apply globally.

India will therefore need to find (save)

and devote (spend) even more re-

sources for meeting economic well-

being needs with greater environmen-

tal sustainability. Broad-based eco-

nomic and social development is

ultimately the answer.

Economic pricing of energy and other

resources will be a key to switching to

a more sustainable development path.

New technologies will be crucial,

mostly in the private sector. But social

justice will also require stepped-up

public spending in many areas. Man-

aging energy needs for a rapidly

growing economy will be at the heart of

the response and India’s voluntary

endeavours towards climate change.

India has pledged to reducing the

energyintensity of its growth path. To

deal with it, fair burden sharing glo-

bally, measured in terms of per capita

emissions standards, and global

financing are a  must—so that already

developed countries do not use up all

the carbon space at the cost of the

developing world. The recent Durban

Decisions have included steps towards

post 2020 arrangements to reduce

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

without sacrificing the needs of devel-

oping countries and for the setting up

of a global Green Climate Fund

(GCF) that promises stepped-up global

financing.

The proof of developed country com-

mitments on financial support will be in

their rapid implementation of the GCF.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change is a global environ-

mental problem which has been receiv-

ing intense political attention both at

domestic and international levels.

The United Nations Framework Con-

vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

defines ‘climate change’ as a change

of climate which is attributed directly

or indirectly to human activity that

alters the composition of the global

atmosphere and which is in addition to

natural climate variability observed

over comparable time periods. The

major characteristics of climate change

include rise in average global

temperature, ice cap melting, changes

in precipitation, and increase in ocean

temperature leading to sea level rise.

The efforts needed to address the

climate change problem include

mitigation of GHG emissions on one

hand, and building of adaptive capaci-

ties on the other in developing coun-

tries to cope with the adverse impacts

of climate change on various sectors of

the society and economy enabled and

supported by technology and finance.

SCIENCE AND ECONOMICS OF

CLIMATE CHANGE

Science of Climate Change

The atmosphere carries out the critical

function of maintaining life-sustaining

conditions on earth. The sun radiates

solar energy on earth and a large part

of this energy, about one-third is

radiated back into space, the balance

being absorbed by the surface and

atmosphere. GHGs like carbon

dioxide (CO
2
) and water vapour re-emit

some of this heat to the earth’s sur-

face. If they did not perform this useful

function, most of the heat energy

would escape, leaving the earth cold

and unable to support life. In this

manner the atmosphere creates a

natural sgreenhouse effect which helps

sustain life on earth.

However, ever since the Industrial

Revolution began about 150 years

ago, man-made activities have added

significant quantities of GHGs to the

atmosphere.

Climate change is primarily caused by

the building up of GHGs in the atmo-

sphere. GHGs which are responsible

for global warming are both short

and long lived, with their residence

time in the atmosphere varying from

few hours, weeks, months, years to

several hundred years. Warming

potential of any GHG is reckoned with

CO2 as the standard and for methane

(CH4) it is roughly twenty one times

and several thousand times for fluoro-

carbons.

According to the Intergovernmental

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the

global atmospheric concentrations of

CO
2
, CH

4
, and nitrous oxide (N

2
O)

have increased markedly as a result of

human activities since 1750 and now

far exceed preindustrial levels. The

global increases in CO
2 
concentration

are primarily due to fossil fuel use

and land use changes, while those of

methane and nitrous oxide are prima-

rily due to agriculture.

According to the Fourth Assessment

Report of the IPCC (IPCC AR4 2007),

atmospheric concentrations

of CO
2
 increased from a pre-industrial

value of 278 parts per million (ppm) to

379 ppm in 2005, and the average

global temperature rose by 0.74°C.

Projections indicate that global warm-

ing will continue and accelerate.

IPCC AR4 has more firmly established

the scientific basis of climate change

and raised concerns related to climate

impacts. IPCC AR5 is well under way

now and will contain more comprehen-

sive and consistent peer reviewed

scientific information. The IPCC has,

also, come out with various special

reports. In 2011, it has completed its

special report on Managing the Risks

of Extreme Events and Disasters to

Advance Climate Change Adaptation,

in which there were several important

findings.

With climate change, the type, fre-

quency, and intensity of extreme

events, floods, and droughts are

expected to increase. Thus climate

change represents additional stress on

ecological and socioeconomic

systems that are already facing

tremendous pressure due to rapid

economic development. Hence, ad-

dressing climate change is a major

challenge in terms of policies and

resources needed to address it at

domestic and international

levels.

Economics that Follows the Science

There is now overwhelming scientific

evidence and growing quantitative

assessment of risks to establish that

human activities are changing the

composition of the atmosphere and its

properties.

This realization brings to the fore ways

and means of addressing the chal-

lenge and associated resources, which

in turn brings us to economics.

Science suggests that the impacts of

climate change are serious and broad

ranging, with economics implying that

they interact with other market failures

and economic dynamics, giving rise

to complex policy issues. To put it

briefly, climate change is a global

externality associated with the

emission of GHGs, which has long,

persistent and, beyond a level, irre-

versible effects. These emissions

impose a cost on both the present and

future generations, which are not fully

recouped from the emitters of these

emissions. Hence, there is need

for policy intervention as markets alone

fail to account for these failures.

This forms the starting point for the

international climate change negotiat-

ing regime, suggesting a need for

globally coordinated policy action as

the incremental impact of a ton of GHG

on climate change is independent of

where in the world it is emitted, and

because the nature of GHG

emissions is such that it affects the

environment with a lag. This character-

istic shapes some important

features of climate change policy

framework, namely historical responsi-

bilities and inter- and intragenerational

equity (Box 12.4). The requisite policy

hence should balance the distribution

of outcomes within and across genera-

tions. Every effort for conservation

must be carried out early to protect

our future generations by providing

them with a better quality of life includ-

ing productive resources for the

future. Along with this we also have to

safeguard our reasonable interests

and concerns as environmental issues

cannot be delinked from our efforts to

provide the present generation with the

basic necessities and a better quality

of life. Also, there has to be a coopera-

tive endeavour to protect the climate

and environment along with develop-

ment imperatives. Put together, com-

bating climate change ultimately boils

down to a complex economic policy

issue with very difficult choices involv-

ing rates of economic growth, volumes

of emission, probable increase in

temperature, and adverse impacts and

costs of addressing climate change.

Integrating the Science and Economics

It follows from the earlier discussion

that there are difficult technical and

conceptual policy questions to be

tackled. The most important is to

choose a stabilization level of GHG

emissions and time-frame for emission

peaking, keeping in mind the principle

of equity (in access to global atmo-

spheric resources) and common but

differentiated responsibilities (CBDR).

Article 2 of the UNFCCC calls for

stabilization of atmospheric GHG

concentrations at levels and within a

time frame that would prevent danger-

ous interference with the climate

system. The understanding on danger-

ous interference with the climate

change system ultimately is social,

political, economic, and technical in

nature.

GHG EMISSION TRENDS GLOBALLY

GHG emissions have risen sharply

since 1945. As per a working paper
published by the World Resources
Institute (World Greenhouse Gas
Emissions in 2005, WRI), total GHGs
were estimated at 44,153 million metric
tons CO

2 
equivalents in 2005. This is

the most recent year for which compre-
hensive emissions data are available
for every major gas and sector across
countries.
Total global GHG emissions grew by
per cent between 2000 and 2005, an
annual average of 2.4 per cent. CO

2

was the predominant gas (with long

life exceeding 100-150 years), ac-

counting for 77 per cent of world GHG

emissions in 2005 followed by meth-

ane (15 per cent) and nitrous oxide (7

per cent). In 2005, North America

accounted for 18 per cent of world

GHG emissions, China 16 per cent,

and the EU 12 per cent. India’s share

stood at 4 per cent.

Equally important are the figures for

the cumulative emissions which are

responsible for the current rise

in global temperature The World Bank

database has CO
2 
emissions data

estimate up to the year 2008. As

CO
2
 is the most predominant GHG, an

analysis of CO
2
 emissions across

countries in absolute and per capita

terms in 2008 compared to 1992 is

worthwhile. The absolute emission

level of United States in 1992 was the

highest at 4876 million metric

tons of CO
2
. China with 2695 million

metric tons of CO
2
 stood at the second

place and was followed by Russia,

Japan, Germany and India. Whereas

in 2008 China had the highest absolute

emission at 7031 million metric tons of

CO
2
 and United States stood second at

5461 million metric tons of CO
2
.

India’s absolute emission levels were

at 1742 million metric tons of CO
2

which was closely followed by

Russia, Japan, Germany and Canada.

Per capita emissions, which are more

important, reflect a different picture.

Both in 1992 and 2008, Qatar had the

highest per capita CO
2 
emissions at

54.89 and 49.05 CO
2
 tons. In 2008,

Qatar was followed by countries like

Trinidad and Tobago (37.39 CO
2
 tons),

Kuwait (30.11 CO
2
 tons), Brunei

Darussalam (27.53 CO2 tons), and

United Arab Emirates (24.98 CO
2
 tons).

Whereas, countries like China (5.30

CO
2
 tons) and India (1.52 CO

2
 tons)

ranked among the middle and bottom

with 68 and 122 ranks, respectively.

Some of the developed countries like

Australia (rank 9), United States (rank

10), Canada (rank 13) and Germany

(rank 31) had one of the highest per

capita CO2 emission levels which is

also reflected in their absolute emis-

sions.

INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK

The issue of climate change is now

firmly on national and international

agendas, subject to scrutiny by public

and media, and is even shaping

the strategies of a number of busi-

nesses. Internationally the UNFCCC

(Convention) was set up in 1992 and

entered into force in 1994. This was

a crucial step towards putting in place

the institutions and processes for the

world’s governments to take coordi-

nated and effective action. As on date,

195 countries are Parties to the Con-

vention. The ultimate objective of the

Convention is to stabilize the

concentrations of GHGs in the atmo-

sphere at a level that would prevent

dangerous anthropogenic interference

with the climate system. Although

global in scope, it differentiated the

commitments/responsibilities of Parties

on the basis of their respective capa-

bilities, economic structures,

resource capacities and on the basis of

the principle of ‘equity’ which is at the

core of the climate change debate.
Hence, any discussion on stabilization
of the concentrations of GHGs in the
atmosphere should be preceded by a
paradigm for equitable access to global
atmospheric resources that determines
the development space of nations. The
Convention lays down legally binding
commitments for the developed coun-
tries, taking into account their historical
responsibilities. These commitments
are to be implemented in the form of
reduction of GHG emissions by the
developed countries with reference
to 1990 levels and provision of support
to developing countries in terms of
finance and technology so as
to enable them to take voluntary
mitigation and adaption measures. The

Convention recognizes that economic
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and social development and poverty

eradication are the ‘first and overriding

priorities’ of the developing countries.

The Convention laid the groundwork

for concerted international action,

which in 1997 led to the adoption of

the Kyoto Protocol containing a

legally binding quantitative time-bound

target for developed countries. The

Kyoto Protocol set a target for devel-

oped countries (individually or jointly)

to reduce overall emissions by an

average of 5 per cent below 1990

levels in the first commitment period

(2008-2012). Recognizing that relying

on domestic measures alone to meet

the target could be onerous, the Kyoto

Protocol offers considerable flexibility

through three mechanisms: Clean

Development Mechanism (CDM), Joint

Implementation (JI), and Emissions

Trading (ET). Through the CDM,

industrialized countries can finance

mitigation projects in developing

countries contributing to their

sustainable development. Credits

received from such projects can be

used to meet commitments under

the Kyoto Protocol. Through JI, indus-

trialized countries acquire emissions

credit by financially supporting projects

in other industrialized countries.

ET allows countries that expect their

emissions to be above target to buy

unused quotas from other countries. All

major countries except the United

States (US) have ratified the Kyoto

Protocol.

Kyoto Targets and Demonstrable

Progress by Annex I Countries

The first commitment period of the

Kyoto Protocol is coming to an end in

2012. It is a good time to take stock of

the progress of the Annex I countries in

reaching their targets. Each Annex I

Party has a specific emissions target,

relative to its emissions of GHGs in its

base year 1990 (inscribed in Annex B

to the Kyoto Protocol). The Annex B

emissions target and the Party’s emis-

sions of GHGs in the base year deter-

mine the Party’s initial assigned

amount for the Kyoto Protocol’s five-

year first commitment period (2008–

2012). The quantity of the initial as-

signed amount is denominated in

individual units, called Assigned

Amount Units (AAUs), each of which

represents an allowance to

emit one metric ton of CO
2
 equivalent

(t CO
2
 eq.).

If the emission data of 2009 is any

indication, it can be seen that except a

few, many Parties may miss even the

modest Kyoto target for the first

commitment period. The emissions of

many Parties have actually gone up

compared to 1990 levels, which

is a very bad news for the global

climate. For example Canada, which

has a target reduction of 6 per cent,

has actually increased emissions by

17 per cent in 2009, which means a

deviation of 23 per cent from the Kyoto

Target. Hence, in spite of the commit-

ment by the developed world to reduce

emissions so that developing countries

get their fair share of carbon space to

grow, it has actually increased its

emissions during the period 1990-

2009.

Developing countries (Eg. Brazil,

China, India & Mexico) that have

undertaken efforts for reasons other

than climate change have reduced

their emissions growth over the past

three decades by approxmately 500

million tons CO2 per year, that is

more than the reductions required from

Annex I countries by the Kyoto Proto-

col. (Contribution of working Group III

to IPCC AR4).

Key Durban Outcomes

? The most significant achievement of

the Durban Conference was to estab-

lish a second commitment period of the

Kyoto Protocol, which will begin on

January 1, 2013 and end either on

December 2017 or December 2020.

The quantified emission limitation and

reduction objectives (QELROs) for

developed country Kyoto Protocol

Parties will be determined

during 2012.

Durban also made significant progress

in operationalization of Cancún agree-

ments related to GCF and the Adapta-

tion Framework. It was decided to

confer legal personality and legal

capacity to GCF and that the Fund will

function under the guidance of COP. It

was also decided to expeditiously

operationalize the Fund for which

Global Environment Facility (GEF) and

the UNFCCC Secretariat have been

asked to set up an interim Secretariat

to support the GCF Board ? Significant

progress was made towards

operationalization of the Technology

Mechanism and its components viz.

Climate Technology Centre and Net-

work (CTCN) and Technology Execu-

tive Committee (TEC), established at

Cancun.

The transparency arrangements

agreed in Cancún were elaborated in

Durban and the reporting guidelines for

developed countries viz. Biennial

Reports (BRs) and the developing

countries viz. Biennial Update Reports

(BURs) were adopted.

It was ensured that the reporting and

Measurable, Reportable and Verifiable

(MRV) obligations for the developing

countries are not more onerous than

the developed country parties.

A significant outcome in Durban was to

launch a Durban Platform to discuss

the post 2020 arrangements for global

climate change regime. It was decided

that the post 2020 arrangements would

be finalized by 2015 and implemented

from 2020. India played a crucial role

in ensuring that the new arrangements

are not limited to either a Protocol or a

legal instrument but also include an

option of ‘an agreed outcome with a

legal force under the Convention’.

Thus it was ensured that the outcome

of negotiations to finalize the post

2020 arrangements is firmly rooted in

the Convention and all its established

principles including CBDR and Equity

apply. A web-based registry was also

agreed upon to be set up under the

management of the UNFCCC Secre-

tariat to serve as a platform for the

developing countries to upload their

Nationally Appropriate Mitigation

Actions (NAMAs) for seeking interna-

tional support or recognition of

achievement of voluntary mitigation

goals.

Progress was made in Durban on

issues relating to Reducing Emissions

from Deforestation and Degradation

and Sustainable Management of

Forests (REDD+) with an agreement

on guidance on systems for providing

information about how safeguards are

being addressed and respected and

there was also agreement on modali-

ties for forest reference

emission levels and forest reference

levels.

Critical Issues in the Negotiations

12.30 While the climate change con-

ferences in Cancún and Durban have

attempted to address in some measure

some of the issues relating to the

Bali Road Map, several critical issues

have remained unresolved. The issues

relating to equity, trade and technol-

ogy–related intellectual property rights

(IPRs) are significant in this context

and their early resolution is important

for the sustenance of an effective and

cooperative climate change regime. In

the wake of launch of a new process

under Durban Platform, it is even more

important that the unresolved issues

are addressed upfront in the negotia-

tions for enhancing global actions

against climate change.

The principles of equity and CBDR are

fundamental to any regime for ad-

dressing climate change. Considering

the fact that it was agreed in Cancún to

ensure “equitable access to sustain-

able development” while working

towards a global goal of climate stabili-

zation, the principle of equity needs

to be properly articulated in the nego-

tiations so as to fully protect the inter-

ests of developing countries.

The post 2020 arrangements to be

evolved under the Durban Platform

have to be anchored in the

principles of equity and CBDR.

The UNFCCC provides that the coun-

tries should promote open and sup-

portive international trading regime

while taking actions to address

climate change and should not take

any arbitrary actions. This issue is

gaining importance in view of

the current global tendencies to erect

protectionists’ barriers and use mea-

sures aimed at advancing and

protecting trade interests in the name

of climate change. Proposed sectoral

measures like inclusion of civil aviation

emissions in its emission trading

scheme by European Union (EU)

imposed unilaterally fall in such cat-

egory. The multilateral framework for

addressing climate change does not

allow such unilateral and sectoral

actions at the global level unless the

principle of CBDR is squarely

met. In the ensuing negotiations, it is

important to ensure that trade issues

are not mixed with environmental

issues and to prohibit unilateral

measures to address climate change

taken in disregard of the principles of

the UNFCCC.

BAP recognizes that development and

transfer of climate friendly technologies

is critical to enhancing developing

country actions. Hence, BAP urges

countries to take urgent actions to

“accelerate deployment, diffusion and

transfer of affordable environmental

technologies”. While a Technology

Mechanism and Networks of Climate

Technology Centers have been set up

under the Cancun decisions, the

critical issues relating to transfer of

technologies and their IPRs have not

yet been addressed. The institutional

interventions agreed so far will at best

help build capacity for deployment of

existing technologies. They will not

help in making technologies available

on an affordable basis and facilitating

their faster uptake.

In the absence of a facilitative IPRs

regime for such technologies, the

objective of advancing nationally

appropriate mitigation and adaptation

actions at the scale and speed war-

ranted by the Convention will not be

achievable. The negotiations in future

have to address this issue effectively

and evolve an appropriate model for

facilitating the development and ac-

cess to such technologies.

INDIA AND CLIMATE CHANGE

India and GHGs

Although India ranks among top five

countries in terms of GHG emissions,

its per capita emissions are much lower

than those of the developed countries

even if historical emissions are ex-

cluded. Its high level of emissions is

due to its large population, geographi-

cal size, and economy.

The most recent data available for

India come from the assessment

carried out by the Indian Network

for Climate Change Assessment

(INCCA) in May 2010. The key results

of the assessment are that total net

GHG emissions from India in 2007

were 1727.71 million tons of CO
2

equivalent (eq.), of which CO2 emis-

sions were 1221.76 million tons, CH4-

20.56 million tons, and N
2
O-0.24

million tons. In 1994, the total net GHG

emissions for India were 1228.54

million tons of CO
2
 eq. This represents

a compounded annual growth rate

(CAGR) of 2.9 per cent during the

period 1994 to 2007 (Table 12.4).

GHG emissions from the energy,

industry, agriculture, and waste sectors

in 2007 constituted 58 per cent, 22 per

cent, 17 per cent, and 3 per cent of net

CO
2
 eq. emissions respectively. India’s

per capita CO
2
 eq. emissions including

land use, land use change, and for-

estry (LULUCF) were 1.5 tons per

capita in 2007.

India’s Voluntary Actions

India has already taken a number of

actions on voluntary basis with own

resources in pursuance of a sustain-

able development strategy. As per

India’s GHG Emissions Profile: Results

of Five Climate Modelling Studies, a

report published in 2009, India’s

per capita GHG emissions in 2030-31

would be between 2.77 tons and 5.00

tons of CO
2
 eq. Four of the five studies

estimated that even in 2031, India’s

per capita GHG emissions would stay

under 4 tons of CO
2
 eq. which is lower

than the global per capita emissions of

4.22 tons of CO
2
 eq. in 2005. This

means that even two decades from

now, India’s per capita GHG emissions

would be well below the global average

of 25 years earlier.

Important measures taken by India are

as follows:

(i) India has adopted the National

Action Plan

on Climate Change (NAPCC) in 2008

which has both mitigation and adapta-

tion measures. The eight National

Missions which form the core of the

NAPCC represent multi-prolonged,

long-term, and integrated strategies for

achieving key goals in the context of

climate change. Adaptation is the focus

of the NAPCC. At the same time,

Missions on Solar Energy and Energy

Efficiency are geared to mitigation.

Objectives in brief and cost estimates

are given in the later sections.

(ii) India has announced a domestic

goal of reducing the emission intensity

of its GDP by 20-25 per cent of the

2005 level by 2020.

This will be achieved through a multi-

sector low carbon development strat-

egy. It is intended that lower carbon

sustainable growth be a central ele-

ment of our Twelfth Five Year Plan.

(iii) Apart from the NAPCC, all the

states have also been asked to pre-

pare state-level action plans. These

plans are envisioned as extensions of

the NAPCC at various levels of gover-

nance, aligned with the eight National

Missions. Some states like Delhi

and Gujarat and some Himalayan

states have already taken the lead and

been proactive in addressing climate

change.

Delhi launched a climate change action

plan for 2009-2012 formulated on the

lines of the NAPCC.

The major policies and actions for

climate change mitigation and adapta-

tion cut across different sectors and

areas of the economy. The initiatives in

some of the major areas are as fol-

lows.

i) Energy Efficiency

The National Mission for Enhanced

Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) is the key

focus for government action for

energy efficiency. The NMEEE is

divided into four components: (a)

Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT),

a scheme for trading in energy effi-

ciency certificates that will cover about

700 industrial units and achieve

a saving of almost 17,000 MWs of

energy by 2017.

This scheme is mandatory for all large

industrial units and facilities in thermal

power, aluminum, cement, fertilizers,

chlor-alkali, steel, paper and pulp, and

textiles, (b) Energy Efficiency Financ-

ing platform, (c) Market Transformation

for Energy Efficiency, (d) Framework

for Energy Efficient Economic Develop-

ment. The NMEEE, by 2014-15, is

likely to achieve about 23 million

tonnes oilequivalent of fuel savings in

coal, gas, and petroleum products,

along with an expected avoided capac-

ity addition of over 19,000 MW. The

CO
2
 emission reduction is estimated to

be 98.55 million tons annually. The

NMEEE is not the first and only effort

by the government to tackle energy

efficiency. The Energy Conservation

Act (2001) empowers the government

to prescribe and ensure compliance

with standards and norms for energy

consumers and prescribe energy

conservation building codes and

energy audits. Apart from these, there

are a range of programmes being

implemented by the Bureau

of Energy Efficiency (BEE) in key

sectors of energy demand which have

resulted in savings in avoided

power capacity of 7665 MW during the

first four years of the Eleventh Plan

period.

(ii) Power Plants

For reducing emission intensity, 60 per

cent of coalbased capacity addition in

the Twelfth Plan and 100 per cent in

the Thirteenth Plan shall be done by

deploying super critical technology.

Ultra super critical power plants oper-

ate at higher efficiency.

The First ultra-supercritical power plant

is expected in 2017.

(iii) Renewable Energy

The Electricity Act 2003 together with

the National Electricity Policy 2005

(NEP) and the Tariff Policy (TP) man-

date promotion of electricity generation

from renewable sources. The Electric-

ity Act and these policies envisage

regulatory interventions for promotion

of renewable energy sources. The

initiatives of the Central Electricity

Regulatory Commission (CERC) range

from determination of preferential tariff

for renewable energy and creating

a facilitative framework of grid connec-

tivity through the Indian Electricity Grid

Code to developing market-based

instruments like Renewable Energy

Certificate (REC). The REC mecha-

nism is seen as a major initiative

towards promoting renewable

energy and encouraging competition in

this segment. It addresses the twin

objectives of harnessing renewable

energy sources in areas with high

potential and compliance with Renew-

able Purchase Obligation (RPO) by

resource-deficit states. This important

framework was formally launched in

November 2010, heralding a new era

in the development of green energy in

India.

(iv) Nuclear Energy

India recognizes the importance of

nuclear energy as a sustainable en-

ergy source. In this regard a three-

stage nuclear power programme has

also been chalked out. India’s present

nuclear installed capacity is 4780 MW

and there are plans to install nuclear

generation capacity of 20000 MW by

2020.

(v) Transport

India has taken substantial initiatives to

make the transport sector less emis-

sion intensive. One of the major initia-

tives has been upgradation of vehicu-

lar emission norms such as Bharat

Stage II, Bharat Stage III and Bharat

Stage IV. The commercial manufacture

of battery-operated vehicles has begun

in India with a view to promoting low/

no carbon emitting vehicles. Also in

Delhi there has been a large-scale

switchover from petrol and diesel to

CNG, with over 50,000 vehicles already

converted. In addition to this Integrated

Transport Policy (2001) promotes the

use of ethanol-blended petrol and

biodiesel.

The National Urban Transport Policy

emphasizes the development and

usage of extensive public transport

facilities (including non-motorized

modes) over personal vehicles.

(vi) Agriculture and Forestry One of the

major policy initiatives under this head

is India’s National Mission for Sustain-

able Agriculture.

Apart from this, there are also

programmes for crop improvement and

drought proofing. India is among

the few countries where forest cover

has actually increased over the past

two decades. It has taken strong

measures to conserve forests. India

has launched an ambitious Green India

Mission to increase the quality and

quantity of forest cover in 10 million ha

of land. Also an incentive-based

additional special grant of US$ 1.2

billion had been announced by the

central government to all states

for sustainable forestry management.

Other policies and programmes in the

forestry sector include the National

Forest Policy (1988), Participatory

Forest Management/Joint Forest

Management Programme, National

Afforestation Programme, National

Forestry Action Programme, and

National Watershed Development

Project for Rainfed Areas.

(vii) Marine and Coastal Environment

Ensuring stability in the coastal envi-

ronment in India becomes imperative

considering its densely inhabited, long

coastline of more than 7500 km.

Some of the major initiatives taken in

this area are Coastal Ocean Monitoring

and Prediction Systems

(COMAPS),Land Ocean Interactions in

the Coastal Zone (LOICZ),Integrated

Coastal and Marine Area Management

(ICMAM), and Society of Integrated

Coastal Management (SICOM).

(viii) Initiatives for Enhancing Knowl-

edge and Scientific Findings Apart

from the National Mission on Strategic

Knowledge for Climate Change, India

has established the INCCA which will

carry out scientific studies of various

aspects of climate change. The

INCCA has recently carried out a 4x4

assessment of climate change in India

covering four major sectors in four

ecological regions of the country and

an updated inventory of the GHG

emissions for the year 2007.

(ix) Enhancing Adaptive Capacity

India’s strategy for enhancing its

adaptive capacity

to climate variability is reflected in

many of its social and economic devel-

opment programmes. For developing

countries like India, adaptation ulti-

mately boils down to assisting the

vulnerable population during exigen-

cies and empowering them to build

their lives and cope with uncertainties

in the long run. Several of India’s

social-sector schemes, with their

emphasis on livelihood security and

welfare of the weaker sections, aim to

do just that. India implements a series

of central sector and centrally

sponsored schemes under different

ministries/departments aimed at

achieving social and economic devel-

opment. Many of these schemes

contain elements (objectives and

targets) that are decidedly geared to

adaptation. In other words, there

is substantial adaptation orientation in

many of the sectoral schemes currently

under operation. An exercise has been

carried out to measure the expenditure

on adaptation-related programmes with

critical adaptation components: (a)

crop improvement and research, (b)

poverty alleviation and livelihood

preservation, (c) drought proofing and

flood control, (d) risk financing, (e)

forest conservation, (f) health, and (g)

rural education and infrastructure. It

has been found that India’s expendi-

ture on these adaptation-oriented

schemes has increased from 1.45 per

cent of GDP in 2000-01 to 2.82 per

cent during 2009-10 This is a fairly

impressive level of spending and is an

obvious reflection of the multiplicity of

economic and social welfare

programmes under implementation in

India.

CLIMATE CHANGE FINANCE

Climate change is a complex policy

issue with major implications in terms

of finance. All actions to address

climate change ultimately involve

costs. Funding is vital in order for

countries like India to design and

implement adaptation and mitigation

plans and projects. The problem is

more severe for developing countries

like India, which would be one

of the hardest hit by climate change,

given its need to finance development.

Most countries do indeed treat climate

change as a real threat and are striving

to address it in a more comprehensive

and integrated manner with the limited

resources at their disposal.

But financial ways and means must be

found to enable developing countries

to enhance their efforts in this direc-

tion, especially enhancing their adap-

tive capacity. Thus, climate change is

both an environmental issue and an

economic costs and development

issue.

India and CDM

As on 31 December 2011, 776 out of a

total of 3797 projects registered by the

CDM Executive Board are from India,

which so far is the second highest for

any country in the world. China leads

with 1790 registered projects and

Brazil has 200 projects registered.

Also, as on 31 December 2011,

the National CDM Authority (NCDMA)

has accorded host country approval to

2160 projects facilitating an investment

of more than ‘ 364,034 crore. These

projects are in the sectors of energy

efficiency, fuel switching, industrial

processes, municipal solid waste,

renewable energy, and forestry. If

all these projects get registered by the

CDM Executive Board, they have the

potential of generating 711 million

certified emission reductions (CERs)

by the year 2012. At a conservative

price of US$ 10 per CER, it adds

up to an overall inflow of approximately

US$ 7.11 billion in the country by the

year 2012 if all the projects get regis-

tered. As on date CERs issued to

Indian projects are 124 million. Delhi

Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC):

World’s first rail network to be regis-

tered under the CDM scheme:

The DMRC is the world’s first rail

network to be registered at the

UNFCCC under the CDM scheme. The

DMRC has registered two projects till

date, namely: a) Emission Reduction

by Low GHG Emitting Vehicles (also

called Regenerative Braking project)

registered on 29.12.2007 and b) Metro

Delhi, India (also called Modal Shift

Project) registered on 30 June 2011. It

is expected that around an average

41,160 CERs per annum for next 10

years will be generated from Regen-

erative Braking Project and around

an average of 5, 29,043 CERs per

annum for next 7 years will be gener-

ated from the Modal Shift project.
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G.K. Test Series - 9
1. Consider the following statements:

1. Arab League on 16 November 2011
confirmed the suspension of Syria.
2. Union cabinet on 24 November 2011
approved 51 per cent foreign direct
investment (FDI) in multi-brand retail.
3. Occupy Wall Street movement,
which opposes economic inequality
and corporate greed, take to the
streets in numerous cities worldwide.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2                               (b) 1, 2
and 3
(c) 2 and 3                               (d) None
of these
Ans (b)

2. Consider the following statements:

1. Presently India represents about
17.31 per cent of the total population
of the world.
2. This total of 1.21 billion comprises
about 623.7 million males and about
586.5 million females.
3. The estimated birth rate for year
2011 has been estimated at 20.97 per
thousand while the estimated death
rate is 7.48 per thousand.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (b)

3. Consider the following statements:

1. According to 2011 estimates aver-
age life expectancy at birth is 66.8
years. 65.77 years for males and 67.95
years for females.
2. Average density of population as per
2011 census is 382 persons per sq.
km.
3. The average sex ratio according to
2011 Census is 940 females per
thousand males.
4. Average rate of literacy according to
2011 Census is 74.04 per cent.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

4. Consider the following statements:
1. A three-man team on 15 May 2012
launched from Russia's Baikonur
cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on board a
Russian-made Soyuz craft.
2. Jean-Marc Ayrault a moderate
Socialist took over as the France’s new
Prime Minister on 16 May 2012.
3. Malaysia defeated Pakistan to win
the Junior Hockey World Cup 2012.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (b)

5. Consider the following statements:
1. Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, received the 1.7 million dollar
Templeton Prize on 14 May 2012.
2. Rahul Khullar appointed as the New
Chairman of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI).
3. India’s leading discus thrower
Krishna Poonia on 7 May 2012 created
a new national record by winning the
silver medal at the Altius Track Crew.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

6. Match the following:

List I (Personality)               List II (Their
Field)

A Sudh Murthy 1. Director
B Naina Lal Kidwai 2. Scientist
C Dr. Tessy Thomas 3. Country head HSBC
D Zoya Akhtar 4. Writer
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Codes
    A      B      C      D

(a)    4      3      2      1
(b)    3      4      1      2
(c)    1      2      3      4
(d)    2      1      4      3
Ans (a)

7. Match the following:

List I (Personality)               List II
(Field)

A Kirthinga Reddy 1. Chairperson,
HT Media

B Ritu Kumar 2. MD, Britania
C Vinita Bali 3. Fashion

Designer
D Shobhana Bhartia 4. Director,

Online Facebook

Codes
        A      B      C      D
(a)    4      3      2      1
(b)    3      4      1      2
(c)    1      2      3      4
(d)    2      1      4      3
Ans (a)

8. Consider the following statements:
1. According to a report published by
the Security and Defence Agenda
(SDA) and McAfee on 6 May 2012,
India ranked fifth in the list of countries
affected of cyber crime.
2. Bosnian Serb military leader faces
11 counts of war crimes at UN court
over Srebrenica massacre and siege of
Sarajevo.
3. NATO summit held on 20-21 May
2012 in Chicago, USA.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

9. Consider the following statements:
1. Indian child actress Taruni Sachdev
and her mother are revealed to be
among the dead in yesterday's plane
crash in northern Nepal, which killed 15
people.
2. Majid Jamali Fashi, convicted of
killing Iranian quantum field theorist
and elementary-particle physicist
Masoud Alimohammadi, is executed.
3. Ravi Bastia, the renowned geologist
who changed India's energy landscape
by discovering the giant gas field in the
deep-sea D6 block, has resigned from
Reliance Industries.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

10. Consider the following statements:
1. François Hollande is sworn in as the
24th President of France.
2. The government of India has be-
come the largest importer of arms,
surpassing the Chinese share of five
per cent of global arms imports during
2007-11.
3. 24th SAARC, Finance Governors
meeting held in Pokhara. The Reserve
Bank of India announced that India will
offer Swap Arrangement of two billion
dollars both in foreign currency and
Indian currency.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

11. Consider the following statements
about the Food Security Bill:
1. The bill, meant to provide subsidized
food grains to people.
2. At present, monthly food subsidy
provided by the government is about
Rs. 60,573 crore (as 2011-12 Budget.
3. Now the government has provided
for just Rs 79,800 crore in the pro-
posed draft National Food Security Bill.

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans (d)

12. Consider the following statements:

1. India's first ever annual inflation rate,
based on the consumer price index
(CPI).
2. Currently the poverty line is calcu-
lated in India very low at Rs. 25 per
day in rural areas and Rs.32 in urban
areas.
3. India faced the highest-ever trade
deficit of $184.9 billion.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

13. Consider the following statements:

1. Remote Sensing satellite - SPOT -6,
weighing nearly 800 kg, built by
ASTRIUM SAS, will be launched by the
PSLV, during the second half of 2012.
2. This launching Agreement signed
between ANTRIX and ASTRIUM.
3. Amasia is a Super continent,
searched by Yale University Geolo-
gists.

Choose the correct answer given the
codes below:
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans (d)

14. Consider the following statements:

1. Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-17) “An
Approach to the - Faster, Sustainable
and More Inclusive Growth”.
2. The Tendulkar Committee recom-
mended a recalibration of the rural
poverty line to make it more compa-
rable with the urban poverty line.
3. The country's total population, as
recorded in Census 2011, at 1.21
billion, is slightly more than what was
forecast.

Which of the statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

15. Consider the following statements:

1. WHO has officially removed India
from the list of polio-endemic countries,
as India on January 13, 2011.
2. BASIC countries is a bloc of four
large developing countries - Brazil,
South Africa, India and China.
3. 12th India- European Union (EU)
Summit held in New Delhi.

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans (d)

16. Match the following:

List I List II

A YU55 1. Satellite debris
B Thamin 2. Doha
C 1st Gas Summit 3. World’s First

Test Tube Eld’s
Deer

D UARS 4. Giant asteroid

Codes
 A         B         C         D

(a) 4          3          2          1
(b) 3          4          1          2
(c) 1          2          3          4
(d) 2          1          4          3
Ans (a)

17. Consider the following statements:

1. According to Census 2011 the
population growth rate has decelerated
from 1.97 per cent per annum between
1991 and 2001, to 1.64 per cent per
annum.
2. The 2011 Census shows an in-
crease in the urban population from
27.8 % in 2001 to 31.2 % in 2011, and
it is likely to exceed 40.0 per cent by
2030.
3. RISAT-1 satellite will inject into an
orbit of 480 km (Finally 536 KM) alti-
tude at an inclination of 97.50.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

18. Consider the following statements:
1. According to SFR 2011 the Forest
and Tree cover of the country is 78.29
million ha, which is 23.81% of the
geographical area.
2. 15 states have registered aggregate
increase of 5000sqkm in their forest
cover with Punjab leading with in-
crease of 100sqkm.
3. In terms of percentage of forest
cover in relation to total geographical
area, Mizoram tops with 90.68%
followed by Lakshadweep with
84.56%.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (b)

19. 1. Consider the following state-
ments:
1. Goa topped the list of the states with
highest per capita income in the coun-
try with a per capita income of 192652
rupees.
2. Indian navy inducted newly-built INS
Teg in its fleet at the Yantar shipyard in
Russia's Kaliningrad on 27 April 2012.
3. On 26 April 2012 India launched it’s
first indigenous all-weather Radar
Imaging Satellite (RISAT-1).
Choose the correct answer from given
codes below:
(a) only 1
(b) only 2
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) 2 and 3
Ans (c)

20. Match the following :
List I
A. Goolam E. Vahanvati
B. Jhina Hikaka
C. Changwon
D. Dilma Rousseff

List II
1. Brazilian President
2. Venue for Shooting World Champi-
onship 2018

3. Maoists released Orissa MLA

4. Re-appointed Attorney-General

Codes

A             B             C             D

(a) 4              3              2 1

(b) 3              4              1 2

(c) 1              2              3 4

(d) 2              1              4 3

Ans (a)

21. Consider the following statements :

1. India's top-seeded snooker player

Aditya Mehta defeated compatriot and

seven-time world champion Pankaj

Advani to win 28th Asian snooker title.

2. Goa topped the list of the states with

highest per capita income in the coun-

try with a per capita income of 192652

rupees.

3. The Indian navy inducted newly-built

INS Teg in its fleet at the Yantar ship-

yard in Russia's Kaliningrad on 27 April

2012.

4. Justice Dalveer Bhandari, the judge

of the Indian Supreme Court, was

elected to the position of Judge of the

International Court of Justice.

Which of the above statements are

correct?

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans (a)

22. Match the following :

List I List II

A. Rahul Khullar 1. New Governor

of Goa

B. Ashok Chawla 2. Appointed to

senior executive

in Pentagon

C. Vikram Singh 3. Chairperson,

Competition

Commission of

India (CCI)

D. BV Vanchoo 4. New chairman
of the TRAI

Codes
A             B             C             D

(a) 4              3              2              1
(b) 3              4              1              2
(c) 1              2              3              4
(d) 2              1              4              3
Ans (a)

23. Consider the following statements:
1. India, according to a report pub-
lished by the Security and Defence
Agenda (SDA) and McAfee on 6 May
2012, ranked fifth in the list of coun-
tries affected of cyber crime.
2. Noted Tamil writer Ashokamitran,
known for his novel Thanneer and
other works was declared the recipient
of the 6 NTR National Literary Award.

Choose the correct answer from given
codes below:
(a) only 1
(b) only 2
(c) 1 and 2 both
(d) neither 1 nor 2
Ans (c)

24. Consider the following statements:
1. Expert Group set up under B. K.
Chaturvedi for Revamp of Power
Sector.
2. India was elected to the United
Nations’ Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) and
returned to this oversight body after a
gap of 35 years.
3. Commonwealth Secretary General
Kamalesh Sharma was re-appointed to
the coveted post on 30 October 2011.
Choose the correct answer given the
codes below:
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of these
Ans (c)

25. Match the following:
List I
A Davis Cup 2011
B 21st Bihari Puraskar
C TIME Person of the Year for 2011,
D Duleep Trophy 2011

List II
1. East Zone
2. The Protester
3. Arjundeo Charan
4. Argentina

Codes
A             B             C             D

(a) 4              3              2              1
(b) 3              4              1              2
(c) 1              2              3              4
(d) 2              1              4              3
Ans (a)

26. Consider the following statements:

1. Uttar Pradesh assembly on 21

November 2011passed a resolution

seeking to divide the state into four

parts namely; Purvanchal, Pashchim

Pradesh, Avadh Pradesh, and

Bundelkhand

2. Guinea-Bissau is suspended from

the African Union one week after a

coup d'état.

3. 20th ASEAN Summit meeting held in

Phnom Penh, Cambodia,

Which of the statements given above

is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 1, 2 and 3

(d) None of these

Ans (c)

27. What the feature ad in the New

Version of MGNREGA:

1. More than 25 agriculture and allied

activities were included in the new

version of MGNREGA.

2. Revised Operational Guidelines for

MGNREGA were prepared by a com-

mittee headed by Planning Commis-

sion Member Mihir Shah.

3. It will also respond to demands of

the states for location specific flexibility

in permissible works as valuable

suggestions from the states.

Which of the statements given above

is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 1, 2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3

(d) None of these

Ans (b)

28. Match the following:

List I                                List II

A Dalveer Bhandari     1. Vice-Chair

of the US CAC

B Vikram Seth            2. A new US

ambassador to

India

C Nancy Powell          3. The Rivered

Earth

D Preeta D. Bansal 4. Judge in ICJ

Codes

A             B             C             D

(a) 4              3              2              1

(b) 3              4              1              2

(c) 1              2              3              4

(d) 2              1              4              3

Ans (a)

29. Consider the following statements:

1. Goa topped the list of the states with

highest per capita income in the coun-

try with a per capita income of 192652

rupees.

2. Indian navy inducted newly-built INS

Teg in its fleet at the Yantar shipyard in

Russia's Kaliningrad on 27 April 2012.

3. On 26 April 2012 India launched it’s

first indigenous all-weather Radar

Imaging Satellite (RISAT-1).

Choose the correct answer from given

codes below:

(a) only 1

(b) only 2

(c) 1, 2 and 3

(d)  2 and 3

Ans  (c)

30. Consider the following statements :

1. India's top-seeded snooker player

Aditya Mehta defeated compatriot and

seven-time world champion Pankaj

Advani to win 28th Asian snooker title.

2. Goa topped the list of the states with

highest per capita income in the coun-

try with a per capita income of 192652

rupees.

3. The Indian navy inducted newly-built

INS Teg in its fleet at the Yantar ship-

yard in Russia's Kaliningrad on 27 April

2012.

4. Justice Dalveer Bhandari, the judge

of the Indian Supreme Court, was

elected to the position of Judge of the

International Court of Justice.

Which of the above statements are

correct?

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) All of the above

Ans (a)

31. Consider the following statements:

1. India, according to a report pub-

lished by the Security and Defence

Agenda (SDA) and McAfee on 6 May

2012, ranked fifth in the list of coun-

tries affected of cyber crime.

2. Noted Tamil writer Ashokamitran,

known for his novel Thanneer and

other works was declared the recipient

of the 6 NTR National Literary Award.

Choose the correct answer from given

codes below:

(a) only 1

(b) only 2

(c) 1 and 2 both

(d) neither 1 nor 2

Ans  (c)


